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7 BY ISRAFEL FAGELA 

In the world of rock, nothing is more mythological than the rock star penis. But 
with drugs and alcohol in their system, do women really enjoy the sexual trysts 
with drunken, drug-addled rock stars? 


91 


WHY WOMEN ARE INTO MEN 
WHO ARE INTO MUSIC 

BY JOHN PAUL LACAP 


PLAYBOY explains the science behind womens attraction to musicians and what 
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have recently split up, is rock and roll in the Philippines dead or just brewing a grand 
comeback? 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 



I t is September once again and you are reading our 
annual Rock the Rabbit issue, where we bring you 
stories on the best in pop and rock music from around 
the world. We are hoping that you like our cover story 
on one of the fathers of Pinoy rock. If there was ever 
anyone qualified to talk to us about sex, drugs, and rock 
and roll, then it is the man himself, Mr. Joey “Pepe” 
Smith. 

Metallica sat down with PLAYBOY in 2001, two 
years before Rolling Stone magazine listed the band’s 
guitarist, Irish-Filipino Kirk Hammett, as 11th on its list 
of 100 greatest guitarists in history. We are extremely 
proud to reprint the interview in PLAYBOY Philippines 
for the first time. Then, in our fiction section, we 
have “The Family” by punk rocker and filmmaker 
Khavn de la Cruz. The short story is the basis for his 
internationally acclaimed movie The Family that Eats 
Soil. 

In this issue, we have Maria Cafra, one of the most 
fiery groups in the history of Pinoy rock. We interviewed 
Resty Fabunan, Dennis Fabunan, and Roily Averilla to 
try to figure out why the original band suddenly dropped 
out of the music scene 25 years ago. 

As though that lineup weren’t enough to rock 
our world, wait till you see the beauties: September 
Playmate Ava Guiao, Asian Beauty Carlene Benin, and 
International Beauty Maddalena Ferrara. These girls are 
smoking, I’m tellin’ ya! 

You won’t believe how much fun we had putting 
this magazine together. It was hard work, but as we put 
the finishing touches on the September issue, we like to 
think that it was all worth it. Have fun reading. 
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ON THE COVER 


PHILIPPINES ROCK AND ROLL ICON PEPE SMITH 
WITH THE GIRLS OF PLAYBOY 

(CLOCKWISE: KRISTAL, ADRIANA, CINDY, RICA, AND DION) 
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John Paul Lacap has his way with 
strangers, hence he always gets 
asked for directions, even if he’s 
equally lost himself He’s also 
not afraid of ghosts or anything 
supernatural in nature but would 
be the first person to run in 
the presence of firecrackers, or 
anything that produces large 
booming sounds. If he’s not at 
his office desk, you’ll find him 
mingling around, making people 
laugh. 



Des Parawan threw away a 
seven-year career in translating 
Tagalog telenovelas into English 
to move to the completely 
alien territory of producing 
promo plugs for ABS-CBN 
Broadcasting network. She is 
finally learning what the word 
“work” really means. 



At the tender age of twenty-two, 
Sarie Cruz is a multi-awarded 
director and cinematographer in 
her dreams. In truth, she recently 
left her ad agency job to pursue 
her knack for filmmaking (and 
writing for various publications). 
Apart from being married 
to her 4 year old Yorkie, she 
has an insatiable appetite for 
steak, coffee table books and 
Scandinavian music. 



Arnel Aquitania is an editor, as 
well as production supervisor, 
for PSICOM. He is currently 
writing his second humor book, 
a sequel to Angels & Jejemons. 

He takes pride in spoiling movie 
endings for people who should 
know better. Nowadays, he is still 
awed by the Summer of (CM) 
Punk II. 


John Lozano is one of the hosts of FASH on the LIFESTYLE NETWORK 
and is one of Manila’s top stylists. Vince Flores is a partyphile and socialite 
turned stylist who’s class and taste is impeccable. With John’s quirky and wild 
style sensibilities and Vince’s elegance and sophistication, these two make a 
powerful tandem. 


Israfel Fagela’s poetry has been 
widely anthologized and his 
short stories have appeared 
in Philippines Free Press and 
Graphic Magazine. As a musician 
and songwriter, he is currently 
working on his solo album 
tentatively titled Sa Mundong 
Ibabaw. 
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Dear Andy, 


We’re also very happy that we got Aubrey Miles to be our cover 
model for the June issue. She was one of the most pleasant people 
we’ve worked with. We’ve also wanted to do this shoot for a long 
time and we’re overjoyed that we were finally able to do it. I hope 
you enjoyed the magazine as much as we enjoyed working with her. 


Dear PLAYBOY, 


Aubrey Miles! On a boat! Pure 
genius! I would love to see more 
celebrities in your magazine please! 
haven’t heard anything about Aubrey 
in a long time but it’s awesome to 
see that she still has it. Thank you 
for featuring her. You made me a very 
happy man. 

Andy — via email 


Dear PLAYBOY, 

I was waiting for your June issue for a long 
time but when it was finally released, my local 
magazine dealer ran out of copies. I should 
have picked up a copy really quickly. I knew 
that you were going to have a limited run but 
I didn’t know they were going to run out that 
quickly. 

Desmond - via email 

Dear Desmond, 

We can’t say that we didn’t warn everybody about 
that one. We feel bad for you but I guess you’ll have to 
settle for borrowing a copy from a friend or sign up for 
PLAYBOY Philippines and you get one back issue of your 
choice 

*** 

Dear PLAYBOY, 

I’ve been noticing a lot of changes in your 
magazine as of late. I didn’t like the look at 
first but I must say that it’s growing on me. I 
checked and I saw that you have a new hunch 
of people working on the magazine. I hope 
that this new look stays. Keep up the good 
work. I’m looking forward to your future 
releases. 

J - via email 

DearJ, 

Yes, a new editorial staff worked on this issue and we’re 
happy that you enjoyed the new look. The good news is 
that the changes you see are going to stay. The even better 
news is that it’s only the beginning. It’s only going to get 
better from here. Stay tuned. 


Dear PLAYBOY, 

I found out really late that you had an 
autograph signing session with Ms. Aubrey 
Miles at Odyssey in Gateway. I wish I had 
heard of it sooner! I would have totally gone. 

I hope you have more of these autograph 
signing sessions in the future. I also hope that 
you have more than one. I live all the way in 
the Paranaque and it isn’t exactly easy for me 
to go up north. Give us some people in the 
south some love. 

Drew - via email 

Dear Drew, 

We’re also sorry that you didn’t hear about it sooner. 
You have no clue how much we enjoyed that event. We’ll 
take your suggestions into consideration and if we hear 
more from you people from south of the metro then we’ll 
definitely do something over there. 

*** 

Dear PLAYBOY, 

I love that you’re putting more pictorials 
in your mag. I know you that you have good 
articles and all but I’m honestly in it for the 
pictures. I also noticed that you’re getting a lot 
more risque with your photos. I approve! Keep 
it coming and you’ll have a fan for life. 

Manuel - via email 

Dear Manuel, 

We’re glad that you loved the additional pictorials and 
we love that you approve of our more daring direction. 
Since we plan to keep you as a fan, you’ll definitely keep 
it coming. Thanks for writing. 


Dear PLAYBOY, 

Your June issue was definitely worth the 
wait. I’m loving the new look and the new 
format of your magazine. It’s a lot easier to 
read and it’s much lighter on the eyes. Looking 
forward to the next few issues but please don’t 
keep me waiting this long! 

Teddy - via email 

Dear Teddy, 

It was worth the wait wasn’t it? We are doing something 
about the delays so hopefully you won’t have to worry 
about all of that in the future. We do promise however 
that our issues will always be worth the wait. We’re very 
happy that you like the new look. Keep reading! 

*** 

Dear PLAYBOY 

Where can I find back issues of PLAYBOY 
Philippines? I’ve been looking for it in the 
malls but can’t seem to find it. 

Dick - via email 

Dear Dick, 

PLAYBOY do not sell back issues in the malls. We sell 
hard-bound collection of back issues in volumes I and II. 
You can always call our office for inquiries on how to buy 
this collector’s item. 

O 


Send us your comments and suggestions. 
Contact us at playboy@pbphil.com 
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The PLAYLIST offers what every PLAYBOY reader 
wants-relevant reviews and informative lifestyle 
news. You, as a PLAYBOY reader, need to know stuff 
And we are here to give you what you need. 
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CORT GS-AXE-2 

It’s very common to hear a guitarist 
or, in this case, a bassist to call his 
instrument an axe. Ever the enemy 
of everything subtle, KISS bassist and 
vocalist, Gene Simmons took the 
nickname literally and shaped his 
signature Cort guitar like an actual 
battle axe. This menacing mahogany 
monster comes with a rosewood 
fingerboard, maple neck, and more 
rock star swagger than you’d ever need 
for one lifetime. The bass also comes 
with a Gene Simmons guitar case. 
Unfortunately, it neither bestows you 
with Gene’s abnormally large tongue 
nor the ability to breathe fire. (Yagi 
Olaguera) 

laiilHlKHIJima http:! / www.cortguitars.comI 



KEMPER PROFILING 
AMPLIFIER 


COOL! 


Ever had trouble deciding on 
which among your room full of 
vintage amps to bring to your next 
gig? No? You don’t own a room full 
of vintage amps? Neither do we, 
but In case you’re in that really 
small minority that understands this 
ridiculous problem then the Kemper 
Amp Profiler is for you. Just spend 
some time to allow the Kemper to 
profile all of your amps and you can 
switch between any of them anytime 
you want. Want to switch from a 
Fender Bassman to a Vox AC30 for 
your guitar solo? This thing lets you 
do that with ease. For those who 
don’t own that many amps to profile, 
the Kemper comes pre-packaged 
with enough amp simulations for 
you to use. (Y.O.) 

HfflMfflHg http:/ / kemper-amps.com / 


KISS BASSIST AND 
VOCALIST, GENE 
SIMMONS TOOK THE 
NICKNAME LITERALLY 
AND SHAPED HIS 
SIGNATURE CORT 
GUITAR LIKE AN 
ACTUAL BATTLE AXE. 

http:/ / genesimmons.com 


WHAT MAKES THIS THE 
ULTIMATE PRACTICE AND 
PERFORMANCE PARTNER 
IS ITS PLUG IN AND PLAY 
FEATURE. WHETHER YOU 
ARE ON THE MOUNTAIN 
OR BY THE BEACH, THIS 
BAG IS THE PERFECT 
TOOL FOR A SOLID 
OR IMPROMPTU ROCK 
SHOW. IS.D.J 


M-AUDIO VENOM 

Earlier this year, M-audio 
unveiled the Venom, a 12-voice 
virtual analog synthesizer that 
delivers on its promise of providing 
the fat and nasty sounds of an 
analog synthesizer while providing 
the customizability and stability of 
a digital synth. The good news is 
that you don’t need to know what 
12-voice virtual analog synthesizer 
means to enjoy this beast; it sounds 
good enough out of the box to 
satisfy most keyboard enthusiasts. 
Gearheads and tweakers will also 
enjoy how deep and customizable 
the sounds are once they’re hooked 
up to a computer. It’s also a steal at 
under $500. (Y.O.) 

UitlHllUlIKUa http://ivww.m-audio.comI 


ERNIE BALL GIG 
BAG AMPLIFIER 
POWERED BY 
MARSHALL 

This is so simple that it’s a 
wonder that no one thought of it 
before. Attached to this Ernie Ball 
guitar gig bag is a battery-powered 
two-channel guitar amplifier that 
features independent tone, volume, 
and gain controls. It’s a Marshall 
so you’re assured that this thing 
packs enough punch for practice 
situations. Aside from a guitar input, 
you can also attach an MP3 player 
or iPod in case you need backing 
music. The case also conveniently 
stands on its own once you pull the 
neck backwards. This is perfect if 
you’ve ever dreamt of dropping out 
of the rat race to become a street 
musician in New Orleans. (Y.O.) 

laiilHlKHUlOia http:/ / www.erniehall.coml 




RECORD-BREAKER! 


ACCORDING TO BOB DYLAN, 

THE WORLD'S BESTSELLING 
INSTRUMENT IS THE HARMONICA. 
WIKI-ANSWERS AGREES. fS.D.j 

laiMUMHUima http:/ / en.wikipedia.orglwiki / 




VISUAUZER! 
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TC ELECTRONICS 
POLYTUNE 

Guitar tuners have pretty much 
worked the same way over the past 
few years: you just basically had to 
strum each string individually until 
your tuner told you were on the right 
pitch. TC Electronics was the first to 
introduce the first real innovation in 
guitar tuning since the machine’s 
inception. The PolyTline allows you to 
tune more than one string at once. All 
you need to do is strum all the guitar’s 
strings and it tells you how close each 
string is to the right pitch. In addition 
to that, it can also function like a 
normal guitar tuner when you pluck 
only one string. (Y.O.) 


liliUHlMlMtia http:/1www.tcelectronic.comI 



MONSTER MILES 
DAVIS TRIBUTE 
JAZZ IN-EAR 
HEADPHONES 

The same people who brought 
you the ubiquitous Beats by Dre 
brand recently came up with a set 
of in-ear speakers especially made 
for the discriminating jazz listener. 
With a suggested retail price of just 
under $500, this limited edition set 
of headphones isn’t for everybody, 
but it’s well worth the price for the 
discerning audiophile. The limited 
lifetime warranty even allows you 
to completely replace the set once 
so you’re assured that it was made 
to last. It also comes with three 
different elegant carrying cases to 
make sure that these babies are kept 
safe. (Y.O.) 


lilKlHlMlllllfllB http:/ / www.monstercahle.com/ 





the sound in ways never possible 
with a normal guitar. All for around 
$850. (Y.O.) 

laillHlKllUlOia http:IIwww.misadigital.com! 






CLEARAUDIO 



CONCEPT 

MISA DIGITAL 


Any discerning audio geek will 
tell you that, in spite of all the 
advancements in technology, vinyl is 
still the way to go. The fact remains 
that vinyl still provides the warmest 

KITARA 

OLD SCHOOL! 

and crispest audio reproduction 

THE FACT REMAINS 

available. For those of us who have 
gotten used to the ease of use of our 

Synthesizer technology has 

THAT VINYL STILL 

modern gadgets however, setting up 

advanced exponentially over the past 

PROVIDES THE 

a turntable is just way too complex 

decade but, with a few exceptions, 

WARMEST AND 

with all the counterweights and 

they haven’t strayed too much from 

CRISPEST AUDIO 

cartridges to worry about. The 

the interface of the keyboard. This 

REPRODUCTION 

Clearaudio Concept foregoes all 

drove the people over at Misa Digital 

AVAILABLE. 

of this and creates an awesome 

instruments to come up with the 


turntable that plays well right out of 

Kitara. Shaped like a guitar, the 


the box plus its modern minimalist 

Kitara opens up a new world of 


design will easily fit right in with 

sounds for those more comfortable 


your high-end audio system. (Y.O.) 

with a guitar fret board than a 
normal keyboard. While your left 


iJiilHlHllIJMa http://www.dearaudio.de/ 

hand plays the notes and the chords 
on the neck, the Kitara’s touch 
screen interface allows you to control 





SHOW-STOPPER! 


MOTLEY CRUE'S DRUMMER 
TOMMY LEE DID A 360-DEGREE 
ROLLER COASTER DRUM SOLO 
PERFORMANCE DURING THEIR 
NORTH AMERICAN SUMMER 
TOUR THIS YEAR. (S.D.) 

liiiilHlKllinma http:,/ltomylee.com 



TRENDSETTER! 


PINK FLOYD WERE THE FIRST 
BAND TO USE THE EARLY 
VERSION OF SURROUND 
SOUND. DURING CONCERTS, 

THE BAND USE QUADROPHONIC 
SOUND SYSTEM USING FOUR 
DIFFERENT CHANNELS OF 
AUDIO. IStephanie Dela Torre) 

IJ|[lHli>1llll!«Hl http:/ / www.facebook.com/pinkfloyd 
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BON IVER 


BON IVER, BON IVER 

If For Emma, Forever Ago was as raw, bare, 
and solitary as the cabin in Wisconsin where 
it was recorded, Bon Iver, Bon Iver , which 
seems to express itself outwards, is its complete 
opposite. It’s the record where Justin Vernon 
realizes that he has to join the world again. 

This time around, Vernon expands his circle, 
taking a full band in to be able to flesh out the 
complexities of this album. Bon Iver, Bon Iver 
certainly is proof of Vernon’s musical expertise. 

Bon Iver, Bon Iver invites listeners into 
entirely new and captivating territory with its 
jaw dropping melodies, unique textures and 
unparalleled vocals. The album in its entirety is 
masterfully mixed and is a wondrous pleasure 
to hear from start to finish. You could leave it 
on loop and you wouldn’t even mind. Highly 
gripping and emotional, Bon Iver, Bon Iver 
doesn’t need the back story that came with For 
Emma ... to be as devastatingly alluring. 
Noteworthy tracks: Michicant, Holocene, 
Calgary, Towers 


HDMIM3 http: // boniver.org 


THE STROKES ANGLES 



THE STROKES 

ANGLES 

Five years after First Impressions of Earth, 
The Strokes brings us Angles, the fruit of their 
long absence. Beset with expectations from 
day one, there seemed to be no way this record 
could get anywhere past mediocre. 

After several rotations, the expectations 
started to ring true. What happened to The 
Strokes? Angles seems like a disjointed effort 
from the entire band. Once strong and packed 
with identity on their past records, the band’s 
latest sounds muddled and lost. Perhaps this is 
reflective of the members and where they really 
are at this point. While it isn’t a pain to listen 
to, it isn’t anything remarkable either. There 
are a few gems in this album with obvious 
influences stemming from the 80s but what’s 
upsetting is trash does exist in Angles. Give 
“You’re So Right” a listen and you’ll want to 
clip your ears of. 

Notable tracks: Life is Simple in the 
Moonlight, Under Cover of Darkness, 
Taken for a Fool 


minimim nmmi thestrokes. com 



TORO y MOI 


UNDERNEATH THE PINE 

Back when Causers of This was released a 
little over a year ago, Toro Y Moi was the poster 
boy for chillwave. It was with that particular 
sound that Chazwick Bundick gained such a 
solid following. If you just couldn’t get enough 
of the looping, synthesized, electronic haze that 
Causers was, then Underneath the Pine may 
be something you’ll need to get used to. 

It isn’t a difficult listen altogether but if 
anything, it’s different because it’s diverse. Toro 
Y Moi is testing the boundaries, making music 
that no longer bleeds together or blends in the 
background. He’s honing his voice and making 
his once meek vocals the forefront of his songs. 
Underneath the Pine takes a lot from its 70s 
influences, merging disco, funk, jazz and soul 
pop which makes this new sound so difficult to 
classify. Bundick’s music is experimental but 
not alienating. It’s simple yet there is evidence 
of his evolution. 

Noteworthy tracks: New Beat, Before I’m 
Done, Divina 


SHOnEHOKH http:/ / amazon .com 



DEATH CAB FOR CUTIE 

CODES & KEYS 

When the single “You Are A Tourist” was 
released, fans old and new couldn’t hide the 
excitement for the band’s eighth studio album. 
The track was a welcome departure from 
Narrow Stairs’ tendency for aching sadness. 
Armed with bright, looping guitar riffs and 
hooks that were catchy enough to tap your 
foot with, “You Are A Tourist” was a symbol of 
that beaming optimism - a sliver of hope that 
signified the direction Gibbard and the rest 
wanted to take. 

If the rest of Codes & Keys had been 
like that, it wouldn’t be so disappointing. 
Unfortunately, this album sounds more 
experimental than it is organic. It’s more 
electronic and more keyboard-infused than its 
guitar-centric predecessors. Lyrically, the record 
stands weak and doesn’t impart the poignant 
wisdom DCFC is generally known for. It sets 
itself apart from the rest of the DCFC catalog 
but in a way that feels emotionally distant and 
completely forgettable. 

Noteworthy tracks: Monday Morning, St. 
Peter’s Cathedral, You Are A Tourist 

laillHlMHIkOia http://www.deathcabforcutie.com 


BLU-RAY/DVDs 


FOO FIGHTERS: BACK AND FORTH 

It’s the early 90s. The Seattle grunge scene was on an upswing thanks in no small favor to Nirvana, a band whose legend and legacy raged like an 
anthem to Generation X. Around this time, the band had gone through a series of drummers before finally nailing former Scream drummer Dave 
Grohl. The band would see much commercial success for a few more years until Kurt Cobain’s death in 1994 skidded their career to a halt. From 
this tragedy emerged Grohl’s initially one-man act, the Foo Fighters, which is the subject of this new rockumentary that traces events this far back 
to the band’s history. From there, it’s a straight up recounting of the more than 15 years of the band’s existence. We get an in-depth look behind 
their triumphs and trials. We see how the Foo Fighters grow from just Grohl to a full team. We go behind the scenes of their recording sessions and 
backstage for their tours. We see the conflicts of egos, particularly between Grohl and former members of Foo Fighters William Goldsmith and Franz 
Stahl. We get the nitty-gritty behind all of it, culminating in their recording of their latest album Wasting Light. 

liliUHlMWIflia http:/lfoofighters.com/ph 
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PLAYLIST 



In what can possibly be the oddest but hottest 
pairing since Brangelina in M: and Mrs. Smith, 

Justin Timberlake and Mila Kunis star as “emotionally 
unavailable” Angelino Dylan and “emotionally 
damaged” New Yorker Jamie, respectively With a 
premise eerily reminiscent of When Harry Met Sally 
and the earlier Wo Strings Attached, it would be mighty 
easy to brush this flick off as standard a standard 
romantic comedy with nothing much to offer. However, 
there is enough humor and witty dialogue here to keep 
you satisfied. Not to mention gratuitous exposures on 
the parts of both Timberlake and Kunis. After all, it 
is a movie about two friends having sex without the 
emotional prerequisites (yeah, we all know how long 
that’s gonna last). The movie also features veteran 
actors Patricia Clarkson as Jamie’s eccentric and 
sexually adventurous mom and Woody Harrelson in 
a role that more than defies Hollywood typecasting as 
Dylan’s gay friend. Both characters play up some of the 
most humorous scenes in the movie. Also starring Jenna 
Elfman and Bryan Greenberg with cameo appearances 
(much of which was already spoiled by the trailer) by 
Emma Stone, Andy Samberg, and former Heroes star 
Masi Oka. 

laiilHlMUUMia http://www.fwh-movie.com/ 


Helen Mirren seems to be racking up some pretty 
kick ass roles lately as an assassin in Red and as 
sorceress Prospera in The Tempest. In The Debt, she 
plays Rachel Singer - one-third of a secret Mossad 
squad who was on a mission to capture and bring to 
trial a Nazi war criminal 30 years prior. Playing her 
younger self in flashbacks showing their mission that 
ended instead in their query’s death in Berlin is Jessica 
Chastain {Tree of Life) who is a dead ringer for Bryce 
Dallas Howard, by the way. Sam Worthington {Clash 
of the Titans ) and Marton Csokas (Lord of the Rings) 
round up the trio of secret agents. 30 years after their 
initial confrontation with their target - a sadistic 
doctor who performed horrendous experiments on his 
subjects - the three agents, now retired but celebrated, 
find themselves haunted with the ghost of their past. 
What happens when the job they thought they had 
finished resurfaces? What was the debt incurred 
that must now be paid? With all these questions left 
answered, The Debt has all the making of a deeply 
cerebral action thriller, especially given the direction 
of John Madden (Killshot, Proof). 


laiimiKllUKHa http: // www.focusfeatures.com/the_debt/ 


Brother vs. brother in a bloody cage match. Enough 
said. Of course, Warrior goes beyond the ring, so much 
so that the mixed martial arts elements of the movie 
seems more like bells and whistles to the actual story - a 
family drama set in rural America. Joel Edgerton {Star 
Wars Episodes 11 and III) is school teacher and retired 
fighter Brendan, Tom Hardy {Inception) his younger 
brother Tom who is a US Marine, and Academy Award 
nominee Nick Nolte their estranged recovering alcoholic 
father. Brendan goes back to the ring after struggling to 
make ends meet as an educator despite the misgivings 
of his wife. Meanwhile, Tom returns from his military 
duties and reconciles with his father, even going so far as 
asking him for help in training him to become a fighter 
much like his older brother is. The drama reaches 
its boiling point when both brothers end up fighting 
each other in the ring and are forced to face the issues 
keeping their family apart. Touching and moving with 
plenty of action in between, Warrior draws and blurs 
that line between testosterone-fueled violence and a story 
that effectively appeals to our basic humanity: That of 
family and brotherhood. 


lilillHlMHUma http:/ / www.warriorfilm.com 



lyillHlKHUlOia http:/ / www.thehottkket.net/rent/ 


RENT: THE HOT TICKET 


Filmed during the musical’s very last show in 2008 and spliced with footage from an earlier show, Rent: The 
Hot Ticket is probably the closest many fans—those who have seen the 2005 movie adaptation and the recent 
local stagings of the 1996 Tony award winner—would have to catching the actual Rent on Broadway since the 
show closed last 2008. Although it made the rounds of select theaters stateside, the movie never saw the light of 
a projector here. Thankfully, the DVD has been out for quite some time now and conveniently available locally 
at leading record stores and video shops. Aside from the actual unabridged and uncut final show (including 10 
minutes of intermission where we can make out the crew clearing up the stage after a rousing rendition of “La 
Vie Boheme”)—all rendered in glorious high definition, the disc also features short documentaries about the 
show, the final cast, the fans, and the creator of Rent himself—Jonathan Larson who died of AIDS complications 
the day before his baby was to open on Broadway. A definite must-have for any Rent, theater, or musical fan out 
there. We dare you not to sing along! 
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l I have been seeing this girl who I am really 
attracted to, but the problem is her thing stinks. 
Whenever we do it I feel like I want to get it over 
with as quickly as possible because I can’t bear the 
smell. She’s really nice and all but I am so turned 
off with the smell. It’s so bad that I’m thinking of 
not going out with her anymore because of it. 

The good news about this one is that science 
actually has an answer for this problem. There are 
feminine hygiene products to take care of such 
unwanted odors. The difficult part about this is 
telling her about the problem without hurting her 
feelings. The best way to go about this whole thing 
is to be upfront while still being sensitive, consider¬ 
ate, and kind all at the same time. Don’t even think 
of coursing the problem through her friends and 
asking them to tell her for you. That’ll only make 
things worse. 

Regarding your question about whether you 
should continue your pursuit or not, I think you 
shouldn’t judge her because of that alone. Think 
of the other non-sexual aspects of your relation¬ 
ship too. Do you have similar interests ? Do you 
get along well? Sex might be one of the reasons 
why you’re getting into a relationship but there are 
other aspects to consider. 

I I enjoy sex as much as the next person and 
few things give me a bigger kick than knowing that 
I’m pleasing my partner. This was generally true 
until I encountered this one girl though. While 
we were doing the deed, she just moaned so loud. 

It wasn’t just moaning actually, cause that I can 
handle. She sounded like a teenage girl screaming 
at a Justin Bieber concert. I got her number and all 
and I would like to see her again because she is that 
hot but she’s just too damn noisy! What should I 
do about it ? 

While a fair amount of moaning and groan¬ 
ing in the bedroom is always good, your predica¬ 
ment is quite understandable. If it bothers you so 
much, maybe you should consider playing music 
or watching an adult movie when you’re with 
her, that way her screams get drowned out by the 
background noise. If it’s your neighbors you’re con¬ 
cerned about, maybe you should consider moving 
your indiscretions to some place more discrete like 
a motel or a hotel. You could also try kissing her 
when she starts getting a bit too noisy. Maybe she’ll 
get the hint. She is the more adventurous kind, you 
could also make her think of other things she can 
do with her mouth. 


yi- My girl is really beautiful but she freaks the 
hell out of me when we’re in bed. When she’s really 


getting into it, her eyes roll up so all I can see are 
the whites of her eyes. It’s seriously distracting. It’s 
like she’s being possessed or something! Plus she 
starts doing these soft moans that creeps me out 
even more. It sound like somebody else’s soul has 
taken over my girl. Help, please ? 

This one’s pretty simple. If it bothers you 
that much maybe you should turn the lights off or 
try some positions that don’t require you to look 
at her eyes. 

Q: I’ve been with my girlfriend for two years 
now and we never really had sex. It’s all foreplay 
and usually it’s her giving me head. I do understand 
and respect her but a dude’s a dude right ? I want 
and need to do it. What should I do ? 

A Assuming that your girl’s a virgin, you should 
respect your girl’s decision. Don’t make it an excuse 
to sleep with other girls either. While your urges 
are understandable you’ll need to settle for what 
you’re getting for the meantime. If you really can’t 
help it, you really do have to decide if you’re really 
into this girl or start seeing someone else. 

Q: I love birthdays and all sorts of holidays. 

I can’t imagine ever celebrating Father’s day 
though. My girlfriend and I are sexually active 
and sometimes I wonder what to do if ever I get 
her pregnant. Any tips? I’m also Catholic so I 
know I’m not supposed to be using any form of 
contraception. 

A If you’re a devout Catholic then you have no 
business having pre-marital sex anyway since that 
too is considered a sin. There are however some 
Catholic-approved methods of making sure that 
you don’t celebrate Father’s Day any time soon. 
Assuming that your partner’s menstrual cycles are 
regular, The Rhythm method will require your 
girlfriend to keep track of when her menstrual 
cycle starts and ends for a few months. To find out 
when she starts ovulating, take the length of her 
shortest period and subtract by 19. The end of her 
ovulation period is calculated by taking the length 
of her longest period and subtracting by 10. Once 
you have that determined, you should abstain from 
having sex in between those days of her menstrual 
cycle. If done right, chances for getting your girl¬ 
friend pregnant fall to 9%. 

Q: I am not that endowed down there and 
I’m worried whether I’m satisfying my girl or not. 
What do you think? 
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A Wow! You certainly kept your messages 
short so I’ll go straight to the point as well. You 
really don’t have to worry dude because size 
doesn’t really matter when it comes to satisfying 
a girl. You can still hit the right regardless of your 
length or girth. You’d be surprised that there are 
more Filipina girls (at least those that I’ve talked 
to) who prefer average penis sizes because they 
fit better. Oh and try asking your girl too about 
your performance. There’s no harm in asking 
because it actually helps them feel like you’re 
considerate of their needs. 

□ 



Something on your mind? The PLAYBOY 
Advisor answers your questions about life, love, 
the pursuit of happiness and most anything in 
between. Tell us who you are and where you’re 
from, and what’s been nagging at you. Email us 
at theadvisor@pbphil.com, and we’ll publish the 
questions we find most interesting. PLAYBOY 
reserves the right to edit material for brevity and 
clarity. The most interesting question of the month 
gets the sender a free beer (or equivalent non¬ 
alcoholic beverage, for you non-drinkers) with the 
editorial team! 
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I know I have the right to remain silent, but I want you to 
know I’m a screamer. ” 


Toon l.indd 7 


8/1/11 6:43:29 PM 













Maddalena Ferrara.indd 18 


8/2/11 12:44:32 PM 






ITALIAN ENCHANTRESS 

MAD DALE N A 
FERRARA 
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I taly seethes with the elegance of old, 
breathes with the elan of the 
contemporary. The renaissance is well 
preserved in the ubiquitous arts and 
architecture as the new implicates itself via the 
tablet-toting clientele in osterias near the town 
piazzas. 

In such milieu walks the well-chiseled statuesque 
figure of Maddalena Ferrara. Locals from her birth¬ 
place of Senise know her as a TV/movie actress and 
as a top-rank model whose sophisticated looks have 
caused many people locking eye-to-eye with her at 
various newsstands all over the country. 

She started her modeling career at the age of 16 
doing small shows and regional catalogs. 
Maddalena had her share of the catwalk until she 
was 18 years old when she started joining 
professional beauty contests—Miss Italy in 2002, 
where she was awarded “Miss Elegance.” 

Soon after, the offers started pouring in. 
Maddalena began a career on Italian local televi¬ 
sion in 2007. This was soon followed by her movie 
debut in The Early Bird Catches the Worm in the 
same year, in 2009, she appeared in the film, Life Is 
a Wonderful Thing , a movie whose title may have 
been the perfect caption to Maddalena’s career. 

By now, a fan base was already established that 
clamored to see more from the brown-eyed beauty. 
She was made the Italian Playmate of September 
2009 and the essentials were bared. 

She gives out her best once the spotlight is on. 
Open to all forms of challenges her work requires, 
she confesses that a new job always excites her and 
she does things with so much passion so that she 
loses herself in the act of working. 

Asked what has changed by far, Maddalena cites 
how she was more “naive” back then. Modeling 
was “entertainment” for her as work back then 
was “less demanding.” Now that the floodgates of 
opportunities have opened, she admits that a lot has 
changed beginning with the outlook on the work 
she does and the attitude in dealing with various 
people in the entertainment industry. 
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And what does she do in her spare time? “I love 
traveling a lot, I like playing tennis, I love reading, 
skiing and swimming.” Given more time, she would 
like to indulge in her other passion: painting.” 

Her picturesque birthplace boasts sceneries worthy 
of her palette and canvass. She confesses how she 
loves going back to visit Senise to get away from the 
hustle and bustle of city life. 

At 27, Maddalena is oozing with enough 
sensuality to captivate not only Italians but those 
who know and appreciate beauty everywhere. This is 
why she plans to stay in the entertainment business 
as long as possible and if ever a career shift is 
needed, she plans to be an entrepreneur who spends 
a lot of time traveling. 

Meanwhile, for you dear readers of PLAYBOY 
Philippines, here is the beauty that is Maddelana 
Ferrara. Buon appetito! 


□ 
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GIVEN MORE TIME, I WOULD LIKE TO INDULGE IN 
M Y OTHER PASSION: PAINTING." 
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BY ARNEL AQUITANIA 



WARNING! 


TECHNO/HOUSE MUSIC MIGHT ALSO 
LEAD TO GETTING ON ACCIDENTALLY 
WITH A 'BIRD WITH THE SAME FEATHER 
IF YOU KNOW WHAT WE MEAN. 
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NOVELTY 


SONGS 


Dancing to playful rhymes will make 
Say hello to your right hand. 


till in/* PREFFERENCE TO TYPE OF 

MUbll. WOMAN YOU'LL ATTRACT 
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VFORUM 


ROCK & ROLL 



ROCK, AT ITS VERY CORE, HAS 
ALWAYS BEEN ABOUT REBELLION AS 
MUCH AS IT IS ABOUT INNOVATION 
AND TAKING RISKS, those same 

QUALITIES HAVE ALLOWED ROCK AND ROLL TO 
SURVIVE IN SPITE OF ITS APPARENT DEMISE TO 
OUTSIDE OBSERVERS. 


I n the Philippines at least, it would 
seem so. Or at least until we take a 
closer look. NU107, the bastion of 
rock radio in the country for over two decades, 
is now WIN Radio, yet another masa station 
in a radio band already rife with the same. 
Ramon Jacinto’s upstart rock station, UR 
105.9, isn’t completely gone from the radio 
frequencies - at least by the time this is written 
- but it will soon be. It isn’t only the radio 
stations that are seemingly losing steam either. 

Some of the biggest bands in the country 
have also been experiencing their own set of 
difficulties over the past year or so. Arguably the 


biggest band in the country, Bamboo, recently 
found itself without the singer the band was 
named after. Radio-friendly pop rockers 
Sugar Free found themselves with the same 
predicament soon after, with their frontman 
and main songwriter, Ebe Dancel deciding to 
leave the band. The ever resilient Rivermaya, 
who bullishly forged on without longtime 
frontman, Rico Blanco, has also lost their latest 
vocalist who they recently discovered through 
a reality show/audition. What exactly is behind 
all of this? 

Though the easy thing to do would be to 
blame the internet and illegal downloads for 
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FORUM 



everything but things actually run 
much deeper than that. The death 
of Philippine rock radio isn’t really 
about illegal downloads as much as 
it is about the advertising industry’s 
shallower pockets. When UR 105.9 
started in 2007, the DJ’s like me also 
worked as account executives for a 
time. Even back then, the market 
was already bleak for rock radio. 
With few exceptions, advertisers just 
weren’t willing to spend money on 
niche market radio ads anymore. 
You’d only get the big ads if you were 
one of the top three radio stations, 
which explains why numerous 
stations have reformatted to adopt 
the masa format. 

The demise of the bands 
mentioned in the previous 
paragraph has even less to do with 
downloads and dwindling record 
sales. Bamboo commanded a 
six-figure sum for each set that they 
played so they earned significantly 
more money from live shows 
than record sales. Personal issues 
and managerial decisions were 
responsible for the changes in the 
others. The fact also stands that all 
of the bands mentioned continue 
to make music. The rest of Bamboo 
now exists as Hijo, with bassist 
Nathan Azarcon also taking on vocal 
duties while Ebe Dancel released his 
debut solo album in July. Rivermaya 
still plays, utilizing session vocalists 
from other bands like Pochoy Labog 
(ex-Dicta License, Malay) and Paolo 
Valenciano (Salamin). This music is 
nothing if it isn’t resilient. 

Rock, at its very core, has always 
been about rebellion as much as it is 
about innovation and taking risks. 
Those same qualities have allowed 
rock and roll to survive in spite of its 
apparent demise to outside observers. 

Though internet radio is still a 
relatively new medium, especially 
here in the Philippines, rock has 
found new life on the internet. The 
DJ’s of the late NU 107 can now 
be found over at DigRadio.ph, an 
Internet radio station that promises 
many of the same programs that NU 
used to offer, plus more web-friendly 
content from their various writers 
and DJ’s. In June, UR 105.9 became 
UR Faceradio, taking their brand 
of OPM-friendly rock radio format 
over to Facebook, the world’s largest 
social network. New internet radio 
stations also continue to pop up, 


most notable of which is Sari-Sari 
Sounds, an all OPM station that 
streams all genres of local music. 

Dwindling record sales haven’t 
stopped people from making music 
either. While it has mostly prevented 
major record labels from taking 
risks in signing new acts, that hasn’t 
stopped bands as well as smaller 
record labels from releasing their 
own music independently. In terms 
of rock music at least, independent 
labels and bands are probably even 
more prolific now than their major 
label counterparts. These aren’t just 
small time acts either. 

Many of the bands that have 
gotten international attention 
recently have all released their 
albums independently. Up Dharma 
Down who has gained international 
renown for their unique blend of 
soul, rock, and electronica releases 
albums under Toti Dalmacion’s 
independent outfit, Temo 
Recordings. The Out of Body Special 
and Taken By Cars, two acts that 
have been lauded by the regional 
Asian press as bands to watch out for, 
also released their acclaimed albums 
independently. 

While many people blame the 
internet and illegal downloading for 
the demise of the music industry as 
we know it. The musicians have been 
adjusting. In a recent interview with 
the website Metalsucks.net, Michael 
Amott, the guitarist of Swedish metal 
act, Arch Enemy noted that they can 
now play (and get paid!) in places 
that they haven’t even sold a single 
CD in. One of those places he was 
talking about was the Philippines. 
This is also the reason why foreign 
acts have been visiting the country 
more frequently. Just this year, 
Incubus (on their third visit to the 
Philippines), Maroon 5 (on their 
second), and 30 Seconds to Mars 
have been to the Philippines, and 
those are just the mainstream rock 
acts. Other lesser known rock acts 
like The Mayday Parade, Everytime 
I Die, The Acacia Strain and Sum 4l 
among others have either already 
played or will play in our country 
this year. 

Even locally, playing live has 
become the way for many of the 
bigger artists to earn money. Just ask 
the bands participating in the tour 
sponsored by a certain rum brand. 
Some artists are even giving albums, 


or fractions of their albums out for 
free. Giniling Festival, a novelty 
rock band who released their first 
album under the aforementioned 
Temo Records, has opted to give 
away their sophomore album for 
free over their website, ginilingfest. 
com, while fellow Temo alumnus, 
Outerhope formed their own record 
label, Numberline records, with 
tracks available for download on the 
internet. That’s also just the tip of 
the iceberg. Almost every band that’s 
been around for a while will have a 
Myspace or Facebook page where you 


can either stream or download their 
music. If Philippine rock is tmly 
dead then why is there more music 
readily available now more than 
ever before? 

Rock and its various subgenres 
have always survived - and some 
would say even thrived - in the spite 
of opposing trends in mainstream 
music. If rock and roll is truly dead 
then a lot of people sure didn’t 
get the memo. Nobody told the 
thousands of kids garbed in black 
who attend the various rock festivals 
that are still held in the country, nor 


the hipsters in Cubao X who pack the 
place every time there’s a Meiday gig, 
nor the people who go to Saguijo or 
Route 196 or the numerous other 
venues in the Metro where rock still 
lives, nor the punk and hardcore 
scenes in the various provinces in the 
Philippines. 

For those who still think 
otherwise, it’s alright for us if you 
think that way. We never needed you 
in the first place. 

□ 


WHY THE FORUM MAHERS 

First appearing in the US edition's July 1963 issue, PLAYBOY Forum is a section that has always been about openness and interactivity, fostering an impassioned back-and-forth 
discussion with our readers. From the start, it has served as a colloquium between editors and readers on matters of freedom of speech and sexual rights (for more on this, see the 
Forum in our December 2008 issue). Today, the Forum serves as the policy nexus for the magazine, touching on a wide range of topics, and as a place to highlight the intersection of 
the PLAYBOY philosophy (also explored in our December issue) with the nuts and bolts of the world around us. We welcome all who wish to have their opinions on the Forum topic of 
the month published to send their thoughts to playboy@pbphil.com with the subject "FORUM." 
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PEPE SMITH ANSWERS PLAYBOY’S QUESTIONS ABOUT 
SEX, DRUGS, AND ROCK AND ROLL 

WRITTEN BY KRIS LANOTLACABA 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY FRANCO RAYMUNDO 
STYLING BY JOHN LOZANO & VINCE FLORES 
MAKE UP BY GRACE DEL ROSARIO AND ANNA VANESSA LO 
HAIRSTYLE BY ALEXIS ALFEREZ 
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FOR ALL APPEARANCES, 
SMITH IS AN AGELESS ROCKER 

WHO, IN HIS OWN WORDS, “WILL NEVER DIE. I JUST HOPE 

I WILL FADE AWAY.” 
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>5^ nstagejoey “Pepe” Smith sings, 
m') J) plays guitar, and cracks jokes in 

typical Pepe Smith fashion. Among 
younger rockers, Smith can more than hold 
his own. His energy, disdain for authority, and 
humor do not seem to have diminished all 
these decades. The former member of the now 
legendary Juan de la Cruz band has survived 
a turn in jail, a car crash, and various trials 
in his life. Yet, for all appearances, Smith is 
an ageless rocker who, in his own words, “will 
never die. I just hope I will fade away.” 


Smith was born in Manila to a Filipina 
mother and an American father. The father, 
Smith recalls, was a navy pilot who flew F6F 
Hellcats in World War II. By the time Smith 
was two years old, he moved from place to 
place. His family “brought me to Clark, they 
brought me to Sangley Point, to Olongapo, and 
then to Clark again, and then to Camp John 
Hay in Baguio. My dad had a pretty quick stint 
there, about six to eight months. Mas marami 
siyang service sa Clark Air Base, (we were at 
Clark Air Base most of the time) because he was 
the supervisor right after the war.” 

Smith began playing at a very young age. 

He started playing the drums at age 9, shortly 
after moving from Clark Air Base in Pampanga 
to Kamuning, Quezon City. Kamuning was a 
quiet district and Smith might have felt out of 
place being one of the few people listening to 
the electric-guitar driven tunes of the Ventures, 
the Eagles, and the Shadows. “Kamuning was 
a sleepy town. I was the only one wild there, 
hah! But I never stayed in my place that much 
because I was a loner and a drifter. I drifted... 
from Cavite I went to this [place] and that. And 
my dad used to work for the United States Navy 
in Sangley Point and that’s how I first got my 
taste of Cavite. And then we moved to Clark. 
Because he was constantly being moved around 
by the U.S. Navy.” 

Smith formed his first rock band at age 
11. Shortly after he would drop out of school. 

“I only studied until second year high school 
and the pull of music was so strong that I’d 
cut classes... I was in first or second year high 
school, and I wasn’t attending my Spanish 
classes because, what the fuck would I do with 
Spanish, man? It wouldn’t get me through the 
airport even. So my Spanish teacher called me 
and said, ‘Smith, you’ve been cutting classes in 
my subject. You think you’re going to pass this 
year? You’re never going to pass if you don’t 
complete it,’ she said. I said, ‘Yes, maam.’ ‘Yes, 
maam? Is that all you can say? Yes maam?’ She 
asked me, ‘Give me one good reason why you 
shouldn’t attend my class.’ 

“I said, ‘Well, I don’t know, I think it’s 
English around the world now. You go where 
you wanna go. You don’t go to Hong Kong 
and say, ‘Hey, habla Espanol? Que poquito!’ 

She almost threw the eraser at me. ‘Get out of 
my sight!’ 

“So I left. And then the principal called me. 
‘What’s going on in your Spanish class?’she 


asked. I said, ‘Maam, pasensya napo, wala 
akong alam na maitutulong sa akin ang 
Spanish, e. Saka iyon po angpumatay kay 
Jose Rizal, di ba?’ (Sorry, maam, but I don’t 
know how Spanish could be of help to me. 
Weren’t the Spanish the ones who executed 
national hero Jose Rizal?) 

His first band was known as the Blue Jazzers. 
They changed their name to the Villains, and 
still later, the Surfers. Smith later formed the 
Downbeats, a band that would eventually 
play as one of the front acts for the Beatles. 

It was such an incredible experience for 
the Downbeats to play and meet the Beatles 
backstage and watch John Lennon steal a peak 
of the audience before the Fab Four went on 
stage. 

But for the young Pepe Smith, one of the 
highlights of the Beatles visit was finding out 
that John Lennon’s cock wore a turtleneck. 

The morning after the Beatles concert, the 
Downbeats were rehearsing at El Mundo along 
Roxas Boulevard. A woman who supposedly 
spent the night with Lennon arrived. “Mga 
alas-diyes... nagdatingan iyong mga chicks, 
pare. Sabi namin, ‘0?! Ay os ba? Okay ba?’ 
Asaran. Sabi noong isa sa akin, ‘Ikaw, idol 
na idol mo si John Lennon? Ayun, supot!’ 
(We were ribbing the girls when they arrived 
at around 10 a.m. One girl turned to me and 
said, ‘You idolize Lennon, right? Well, he’s 
uncircumcised.) 

“We took it as a joke. After two years, 

[Lennon and Yoko Ono released] Two 
Virgins!... That was banned all over the world, 

I remember. But I got one copy... from Clark 
Air Base... [The album cover] showed them 
naked. When we looked closely, putang ina, 
supot nga. So, totoo iyong sinasabi ng chick. 
Tangina!” (Lennon was uncut, the woman 
was telling the truth.) 

The Downbeats broke up shortly after the 
Beatles concert. Smith had a brief stint in 
Tokyo with psychedelic rock band Speed, Glue, 
and Shinki with Japanese guitar great Shinki 
Chen. Upon Smith’s return to the Philippines, 
he joined Mike Hanopol and Wally Gonzalez to 
form Juan de la Cruz “phase two.” (An earlier 
incarnation of the band included Gonzalez, 
Bing Labrador, Alex Cruz, Sandy Tagarro, and 
Edmund “Bosyo” Fortuno.) 

“Ang Himig Natin,” one of the bands 
signature songs, became the hymn of a 
generation. Smith, as the story goes, wrote the 
lyrics to the song in a backstage ladies room at 
the Rizal Park. Both the words and the music 
have a haunting quality that still moves today’s 
listeners. It was a song that would change the 
face of Pinoy music forever. 

While the song ends on a note of 
magnanimity, the verses tell a different story. 
“Ako ’y nag-iisa at walang kasama /Di 
ko makita ang atingpag-asa, ” the song 
begins. (I am all alone /1 cannot find hope 
for any of us.) Journalist Howie Severino once 
said that it was Smith’s being a loner that 
moved Smith to write these words. Not having 
permanent friends while growing up-due to 
Smith’s moving around so much-must have 
moved the normally gregarious rock singer to 
such existential musings. When I ask Smith 
about this, he says, “That’s what he thinks.” 


"I THANK THE LORD, MAN, OR WHOEVER'S UP 
THERE, THE FORCE, THE GREAT FORCE... 


Smith shrugs off the question with brashness, 
but it makes one wonder whether Smith is 
dismissing Severino’s theory altogether or 
merely embarrassed that his lyrics are revealing 
a vulnerability that he rarely shows. 

There is a story circulating in Quezon about 
the Pepe Smith and the talampunay flower, 
or angel’s trumpet. The flower can be made 
into a tea that can result in a trip so bad that 
“even Pepe Smith had to beg off from using it,” 


according to story. I want to ask Smith about this 
but the mere mention of “angel’s trumpet” turns 
Smith livid. “You’re barking up the wrong tree, 
man!” The outburst seems to prove the stories 
that Smith would have nothing to do with the 
talampunay and its mind-bending effects. 

Smith then turns his vitriol towards the 
authorities who arrested him for pushing in 
1992. “That was a fucking setup. Nothing was 
found on me but they wanted me. And you 
can’t say no to the fucking agency, man, the 
narcotics... I was denied bail... They said I was 
pushing in our area and all that. But they never 
proved a damn thing. So after two years, after all 
these court hearings, I finally was acquitted.” 

It was in prison that Smith began having 
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■H ERHAPS SURPRISINGLY, PEPE SMITH IS BASHFUL WITH 
Hr QUESTIONS REGARDING HIS SEX LIFE. 


DURING THE HEYDAY OF JUAN DE LA CRUZWAS THE SEX GOOD, I ASK. HE 
ALMOST SEEMS TO BE TAKEN ABACK UNSURE OF HOW TO ANSWER. UNTIL 
HE BREAKS INTO A BOYISH SMILE AND SAYS, "IT WAS GOOD." 



problems with his eyes. “They say lights out!’ 
at 10 o’clock in the evening... When they 
turned down the lights, there was one lamppost 
outside my window, the bars, and [the 
light] was coming in my room, and I really 
strained myself to read. And I didn’t notice na 
lumalabo na iyong mata ko.” 

What Smith didn’t expect was that he was 
going to be offered the post of prison librarian. 
“The librarian at that time was acquitted and 
had been set free, so, you know, there was 
nobody there to tend the library. So every day, 
you know the books in the library? I read it all, 
back and forth.” 


Smith still remembers some books he had 
read back then. “Well, the Yaki Indian way 
of teaching, it’s by Carlos Castaneda, about 
Don Juan, about the guy who was taking 
peyote and all that... And jimson weed from 
Mexico. Man, he was anthropologist, he was 
an anthropologist, right. I was reading that. I 
read about five books about the Yaqui way of 
knowledge, something like that... Wow, ang 
weird ng mga nangyayari sa kanya sa 
dessert. Pero ang ganda ng mga books na 
iyon. (Weird things happened to him in the 
dessert. Those books were great.)” 

Perhaps surprisingly, Pepe Smith is bashful 


with questions regarding his sex life. During 
the heyday of Juan de la Cruz, was the sex 
good, I ask. He almost seems to be taken aback, 
unsure of how to answer. Until he breaks into a 
boyish smile and says, “It was good.” 

He is more open to talking about surviving 
a car crash that claimed the life of another 
musician, singer Noe Espino, AKA Bespren 
Diego. “We were on our way back (from a gig 
in Nueva Ecija),” relates Smith. The driver 
supposedly fell asleep at the wheel and crossed 
from the south-bound lane to the north-bound 
lane, into oncoming traffic. “We were going 
120,130, and then “Bang!” One car hit us... We 


turned turtle about three times before our van 
hit the perimeter fence... That fence saved us. 
And I looked and (Espino) was gone... I ended 
up with only a cut at the back of my head... 

“When I walked out of the van, right in 
front of me was a newly opened cemetery. All 
the people on the service road going to Bulacan 
looked at me and said, ‘0! Si idolpala!’ I 
suddenly saw some movement in that cemetery, 
it was six o’clock in the morning, 6:30.1 
remember just talking in a loud voice, ‘Wala 
kayong makukuha sa amin! Masasamang 
damo kami!’ (You can’t get us! Weeds are 
hard to kill!) And people were going, ‘What is 
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O NE OF THE BANDS 
SIGNATURE SONGS, 
“ ANG HIMIG NATIN,” 
BECAME THE HYMN OF A 
GENERATION. 


SMITH, AS THE STORY GOES, 
WROTE THE LYRICS TO THE SONG 
IN A BACKSTAGE LADIES ROOM 
AT THE RIZAL PARK. BOTH THE 
WORDS AND THE MUSIC HAVE 
A HAUNTING QUALITY THAT STILL 
MOVES TODAY'S LISTENERS. IT WAS 
A SONG THAT WOULD CHANGE 
THE FACE OF PINOY MUSIC 
FOREVER. 


he talking about?’ ...But they got him. They got his 
spirit. Si Bespren Diego. Siya iyong kinuha. 

The incident left Smith emotionally scarred. But he 
takes it in stride. “I thank the Lord, man, or whoever’s 
up there, the force, the great force, you know... I’m 
so lucky, man, so I can’t complain. I love my life... 

I took it all in, pain, suffering, and all that... I never 
thought it would happen to me, I mean, the good, the 
bad, the ugly, everything. But I had to take it .pare, 

I had to take it. If not, I wouldn’t be here right now. 

As I’ve said, I’m just lucky now. I’m nobody... I’m 
just an ordinary person... I never thought I would be 
a musician, I never thought I’d be popular. I never 
planned this, I never charted it.... No, things just 
happened to me. I’m just thankful. I’m so blessed. And 
to be able to continue my quest to, wow, where it takes 
me. I don’t know when I’m going to die. Fuck that. 

I’ll just do whatever I can. Maybe tonight I’d die. Or 
tomorrow. I don’t know. I don’t give a fuck. I just want 
to enjoy my life on earth. I just want to make people 
happy. I just want to go on, to the future.” 

It’s very hard to imagine Smith being anything but 
a rocker. He has often joked that he wonders whether 
he could be “an executive or executed.” But he has 
given thought to the question. “I was thinking about 
that. I sat down and I said ,putangina, if I weren’t a 
musician, what would I be? An executive? A corporate 
bullshit? A corporate asshole or what? And then I tell 
myself, none of that. It wouldn’t happen. Of course, it 
wouldn’t happen, it didn’t happen. So be it, man. Get 
your guitar and get up there and just play it.” 

O 
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I'M JUST 
THANKFUL I'M 
SO BLESSED. 

AND TO [BE ABLE TO] 
CONTINUE MY QUEST [TO], 


WOW, WHERE IT TAKES ME 
I DON'T KNOW WHEN I'M 
GOING TO DIE. FUCK THAT 
I'LL JUST DO WHATEVER I 
CAN." 
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We asked a few of 
music 1 s biggest acts 
to show how they make 
fashion work on stage 
and off. 

It f s style meets 
style power 


Fashion by Jennifer Ryan Jones 
Photography by Mick Rock 
Text by Rob Tannenbaum 


“I know a lot about made- 
to-measure suits because 
I created a software 
application for bespoke 
tailors when I worked 
in IT More than 57 
measurements are required 
to have a suit fit you well. 
A really good tailor will get 
right up in your crotch with 
a tape measure, I guarantee 
you.” 
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CHROMED 


“We’re two dudes with cffstinct styles,” says Dave 1. 
“I’m a tall skinny kid wffft guises and a Jew face, and 
P-Thugg looks like the guy who robbed a bodega. 

As a musician you have to be in costume. I don’t like 
bands that don’t dress up. Maybe it works for Dave 
Matthews, but that ain’t sexy.” 





ROBIN THICKE 


“My basic sense of style is all-black 
Johnny Cash. Black makes me feel 
badder than I am. I had a dog, and I 
would always end up with a dog hair on 
my clothes, so I’m big on lint brushes. 
You don’t want to go on Oprah 
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CEE LO GREEN 
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R. KELLY 


I write three or rour songs a da) 
Sometimes I go in my closet and 
changed clothes throughout the 
day, depending on what kind 
of song I’m writing. That’s how 
important fashion is to me.” 
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BRYAN FERRY 


“It’s a shame how we 
don’t pilfer the past 
more, like 1 8th century 
costume and stuff like 
that. There used to be 
more fantasy and costume 
in men’s clothes. A few 
plumed hats and thigh 
boots would be great 
now, wouldn’t it?” 
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If the name Stella Stevens does not ring 
any bells, maybe the January 1960 
Centerfold's co-star does. THE KING 
OF ROCK & ROLL HIMSELF, ELVIS 
PRESLEY acted alongside Stella in the 
film Girls! Girls! Girls! 

JON BON JOVI is part of the 
magazine's history by lineage. His 
mom, Carol Sharkey, is among the first 
PLAYBOY bunnies ever. 

Speaking of family ties, Rolling Stones 
frontman MICKJAGGER gave the 
magazine one of its most memorable 
cover girls as his daughter, Liz, graced 
the June 2011 cover. Of course, Mick's 
ex-girlfriend Jerry Hall did the same 
back in October 1985. 

Speaking of Jerry Hall, her roommate 
also was front and center in the German 
edition of our mag. GRACE JONES did 
the honor in July of 1985. 

Probably the most famous member 
of the band Motley Crue, drummer 
TOMMY LEE is the ex-husband of 
frequent PLAYBOY cover girl Pamela 
Anderson. You may insert your video 
tape joke now. 

Another blonde sex symbol scorched 
newsstands with her dazzling cover, 
back in September of 1985. Her name 
is simply MADONNA. 

Music icon DAVID BOWIE gave 
readers an insight into his interesting life, 
granting us an exclusive interview in the 
September 1976 issue. 

While she did not shed her clothes 
for her cover, GERI HALLIWELL gave 
readers a chance to find out just what 
"Ginger Spice" was all about. It was for 
the May 1998 issue. 

While we are on the topic of non-nude 
spreads, MARIAH CAREY caused quite 
a stir by doing just that in March 2007 

BOB DYLAN is a legend in the music 
industry, no question. So it was only 
natural to have an interview with the 
enigmatic musician, which happened in 
March 1966. 



PHOTO SOURCES! http:/ / en.n>ikipedia.orglwiki, http:/ / www.elvis.com, http://www.honjovi.com, http://tommylee.com, http://www.madonna.com, http://www.davidbowie.com, http://www.hohdylan.com, 
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FOR DECADES, playboy has prided itself on being the definitive entertainment for men. it is no 

WONDER THAT SEVERAL FAMOUS ENTERTAINERS, PAST AND PRESENT, HAVE AAADE THEIR PRESENCE FELT IN OUR PAGES. 
DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, THESE MUSICAL MAVENS HAVE BEEN PART OF OUR GLORIOUS HISTORY. 



Like Dylan, JOHN LENNON is another 
controversial figure who sat down for 
an interview in January 1980, with wife 
Yoko Ono along for the ride. 15 years 
ago, he did it with his band, The Beatles. 

Recently, another musician ended up 
in hot water after doing an interview 
for Playboy. Just last year, JOHN 
MAYER had a lot of explaining after his 
noteworthy remarks were made public. 

Also confessing to life secrets was 
JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE. The pop star 
shared some incendiary material to the 
mag just this June. 

Pam Anderson is not the only former 
flame of a musician to appear in 
PLAYBOY. Dave Navarro's ex-wife, 
the beautiful CARMEN ELECTRA 
has appeared many times in front of 
Playboy. 

Guess what, music legend BARBRA 
STREISAND also graced our cover, 
back in October 1977 The way we 
were, indeed! 

Eight years earlier, JOHNNY CASH 
performed "A Boy Named Sue," a song 
written by PLAYBOY's cartoonist Shel 
Silverstein, at a concert in California's 
San Quentin State Prison. Few months 
after, PLAYBOY ran a profile of Johnny 
Cash on its November 1970 issue. 

Ole' Blue Eyes does have a past with 
the magazine's storied legacy. Nancy 
Sinatra, daughter of the late crooner 
FRANK SINATRA, did more than just 
start spreading the news in May 1995. 

Former Miss USA Shanna Moakler was 
chosen as Playmate of the Month in 
December 2001. Later on, she became 
the wife of Blink 182 drummer TRAVIS 
BARKER. 

The late King of Pop's sister bared 
everything for Playboy in March of 
1989. LaToya is MICHAEL JACKSON's 
elder sister. 

This would not be a complete rundown 
without mentioning the original sex 
symbol, MARILYN MONROE. The late 
sexpot was Sweetheart of the Month in 
December of 1953. 


http:/ / www.johnnycash.com, http:/ / www.carmenelectra.com, http://www.barbrastreisand.com, http://www.michaeljackson.com, http://www.sinatra.com, http://www.thebeatles.com, http://www.theworldojgracejones.com 
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V 


PLAYMATE OF THE MONTH 


AVA GUIAO 
THE SEXY 

SOPHISTICATE 

A shy girl morphs into a ravishing lady 


WRITTEN BY ARIEL AQUITANIA 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY FRANCO RAYMUNDO 
HAIR AND MAKEUP BY YVES MARCELO 
STYLING BY SHANDII BACOLOD & CHING CICERO 
SHOT ON LOCATION AT ECHO TREND GARDEN, LAS PINAS 
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ON BEING A PLAYMATE 


SHE INSISTS THAT PLAYMATES BE RECOGNIZED FOR WHAT 
THEY ARE, "WE ARE BEAUTIFUL, BUT WE HAVE THE BRAINS 
TO BACK IT UP AS WELL" 


H ailing from Calamba, Laguna, this 
month’s Playmate may come off as 
someone who would probably be 
featured in a show about provincial lasses who 
tried living in the big bad metropolis. Those 
typical fish out of the water stories may be passe 
but if they happen to showcase the sultry Ava, 
then by all means let us have a gander with it! 
Lecherous thoughts aside, she has the face and 
the body to make people notice. 

After all, she has not only adjusted pretty well 
to the hustle and bustle of city life, but she has 
somewhat revamped herself into a sexy lady who 
has been independent, despite being pampered 
most of her adolescent life. Hardly surprising 
news nowadays but it does not hinder the fact 
that it happens, even to someone who is the 
unicahija. 

“From elementary to high school, sinusundo 
ako ng Daddy ko,” she recalls. “Nung dito na 
ko sa Makati, I had to learn to commute to 
everywhere.” Aside from the transportation issues, 
she also had to adjust with the whole lifestyle. No 
longer taking care of the poultry business, she 
now has the quite enviable task of taking care of 
herself. Why enviable? Just look at how stunning 
the 5 foot 4 beauty is and tell us that you wouldn’t 
want to do the same. 

Now, armed with the lessons she herself has 
learned while living on her own, she has gained 
more confidence with regards to the way she 
carries herself. Exhibit A is this photoshoot. Her 
transition from her humble rural beginnings 
to being part of the PLAYBOY family speaks 
volumes on how Ava has morphed into the 
sensual creature that she is now. A face that 
suggests naivete, coupled with a body that could 
best be described as stimulating is a welcome 
combination indeed. 


“I’m very happy every time I’m part of a 
PLAYBOY event,” she exclaims, not hiding her 
pride of being one of the very few chosen to 
have such a prestigious honor. “PLAYBOY knows 
how to take care of their own. They give back to 
reward loyalty.” 

High fashion and glamour would best 
describe her pictorial, and she came off as 
nothing short of a goddess. A sex goddess, to 
be more precise. Therefore, she insists that 
Playmates be recognized for what they are, “we 
are beautiful, but we have the brains to back it 
up as well.” 

So, what sets her apart from the other 
Playmates? This is where Ava shows the nice 
provincial lass in her. She hesitates for a 
moment, then states for the record that she is 
still getting to know the others. “Personally, I 
am a persevering person. Maybe there are others 
like me too, though,” she shyly added. 

What she does not shy away from is looking 
sensual. She makes it a point to show her 
awesome curves, something she goes on to prove 
in the following pages. Still, she prefers the 
reliable backless top, undoubtedly to expose her 
tattoo just above her rear. Her ink depicts a rose 
surrounded by black thorns. “It represents my 
life,” she acknowledges. She says it reminds her 
of the hardships she had to go through in life 
and the timelessness of beauty. 

That of course, is complemented by 
the awesome bod of hers. Her physique is 
reminiscent of the many dreams and desires 
men have had all throughout time. Expect to 
see more of her in the coming PLAYBOY events. 
Of course, she will be there, smiling and being 
sexy. Like she always does. 

E3 
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HUMOR 




hy do men name their penises? Because they don’t like the idea of having a 
stranger make 90 percent of their decisions. 

.A. man who had just finished golfing with his buddies boarded a bus with 
one of his front pockets stuffed with golf balls. He sat down next to a beautiful 
blonde, and after a few minutes he noticed she kept staring at the bulge in his 
pants. Finally he said, “It’s golf balls.” 

“Oh,” she replied. “Does that hurt as much as tennis elbow?” 

ow do you find a blind man in a nudist colony? It’s not hard. 

O ne afternoon a maid told the lady of the house where she worked that she 
would like a raise. The woman was irritated by the maid’s request and asked her 
why she felt she deserved a salary increase. 

“Well, ma’am,” the maid said, “ there are three reasons I think I deserve a raise. 
The first is that I’m better at ironing than you.” 

“Who told you you’re better at ironing than I am?” the woman asked. 

“Your husband told me,” the maid replied. 

“I see,” the woman responded, clearly annoyed. 

The maid continued and said, “The second reason I think I deserve a raise is 
because I’m a better cook than you.” 

“Nonsense,” the woman said, “Who said you’re a better cook than I am?” 

The maid replied, “Your husband.” 

“Fine,” the woman said angrily. “What’s your third justification?” 

“My third reason for thinking I deserve a raise is that I’m better in bed than 
you,” the maid answered. 

Furious, the woman said, “Oh, and did my husband tell you that as well?” 
“No, ma’am,” the maid replied. “The gardener did.” 

“Oh,” the wife said, getting out her checkbook. “So how much more did you 
say you wanted?” 

ne night a woman undressed in front of her husband and asked, “What 
trunes you on more, my pretty face or my sexy body?” 

The husband looked her up and down and said, “Your sense of humor.” 


A couple of friends were playing golf together on afternoon when one 
noticed that the other had been standing over his tee shot on the 450-yard 
18th hole for what seemed like an eternity. The man adjusted his position, 
looked up, looked down and then adjusted his position again. Finally his 
exasperated partner asked, 

“What in the world is taking you so long?” 

“My wife is watching me from the clubhouse balcony,” the man explained. 
“I want to make a perfect shot.” 

“You’re wasting your time,” his friend replied. “You don’t have a chance in 
hell of hitting her from here.” 


hat is that difference between Bigfoot and an intelligent man? Bigfoot 
has been spotted several times. 

-A. woman walked up to a clerk in her local drugstore and asked him to tell 
her where she could find AA batteries. 

“Come this way,” the clerk said, gesturing with two fingers. 

“If I could come that way, I wouldn’t need the batteries,” the woman said. 


woman’s husband had been slipping in and out of a coma for several 
months, but she dutifully stayed by his bedside every single day. One 
afternoon he finally opened his eyes. When he did, he looked at his wife 
and said, 

“You’ve always been with me through the bad times. When I got fired, you 
were there to support me. When my business failed, you were there. When I 
got shot, you were by my side. When we lost the house, you stayed with me, 
and when my health started failing, you were still by my side. So you know 
what ?” 

“What, dear?” his wife asked, smiling bravely. 

“I think you’re really bad luck,” he said. 
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METALLICA: THE LAST OF THE ROCK TITANS 


WRITTEN BY LOURDES PARAWAN 


O n the night of September 27,1986, 
while in Europe for the Damage Inc. 
tour, Metallica’s front man James Hetfield 
fouflff their then-bassist Cliff Burton pinned 
down dead under their trailer bus after the 
driver lost control of the vehicle. It was a 
card game that decided Burton’s fate. Earlier 
that day, he won the privilege of choosing 
which bed to sleep on and he chose guitarist 
Kirk Hammett’s bunk. Hammett, Hetfield, 
and drummer Lars Ulrich all survived with 
no serious injuries. There was much lament 
for Burton’s death—a desolation that the 
remaining Metallica members, particularly 
Hetfield, took out on Burton’s replacement 
Jason Newsted, formerly of Flotsam and 
Jetsam. With Metallica being one of his 
greatest musical influences, Newsted braved 
all the insults, including having his musical 
ideas ignored and his bass lines deliberately 


turned down on the album .. .AndJustice 
for All, the first studio album he recorded 
with the band. 

In 2001, after 15 years of being with 
Metallica, the strain of being constantly 
at odds with the band’s vocalist began to 
takes its toll on Newsted, who realized that 
he had had enough when Hetfield refused 
to allow him to release an album he 
recorded with his side project Echobrain. 
Meanwhile, Hetfield was able to work with 
other musicians and Metallica members 
were being recognized for the their music. 
Hammett (who is incidentally part Filipino), 
for instance, was included in Rolling Stone 
magazine’s list of greatest guitarists of all 
time. It is in this PLAYBOY interview where 
Newsted first vented his frustration, only 
to be accused of betrayal by Hetfield, who 
likened having a side project as “cheating 


on your wife in a way.” Robert Trujillo'was 
introduced as Newsted’s replacement on 
F^ftiary 4,2003. 

The following year, 2004, saw the 
premiere of Some Kind of Monster at the 
Sundance Film Festival, a documentary 
produced by Joe Berlinger and Bruce 
Sinofsky on the recording process of 
Metallica’s next studio album. In the 
documentary, Newsted called his former 
bandmates’ decision to hire a therapist 
“really fucking lame and weak,” stating 
they could have easily solved their personal 
problems on their own. 

Newsted’s statement, however, had little 
effect in terms of Metallica’s strength as a 
band even after he left. To date, the band 
has released nine studio albums, three live 
albums, five EPs, 24 music videos, and 45 
singles. They have also won nine Grammy 




Awards and is known to be the first band 
to have five consecutive albums debut at 
number one on the Billboard 200. They hflvfr, _ 


also been inducted into the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame on April 4, 2009. 

Metallica, along with Slayer, Megadeth, 
and Anthrax, successfully performed at 
the Sonisphere Festival series in 2010. The 
collaboration was such a hit that “the big 
four” of thrash metal decided to have a 
repeat by organizing a series of concerts held 
in the U.S. and Europe in 2011. Another 
collaboration, this time with singer- 
songwriter Lou Reed (formerly of Velvet 
Underground), has produced ten songs and 
was concluded June this year -— around the 
same time Metallica began to write material 
for their tenth album. 


O 


PHOTO SOURCE: http:/ / wmv.metallica.com 
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METALLICA 


INTERVIEW BY ROB TANENBAUM 

A CANDID CONVERSATION WITH THE HEAVY METAL GIANTS ABOUT THEIR WAR WITH NAPSTER, THEIR 
WARS WITH EACH OTHER AND THE JOY OF FINDING 10 NAKED GIRLS IN THE SHOWER. 


Even when Metallica’s quiet, they 
manage to make noise. 

On a mid-January morning, in the 
middle of the longest respite from 
touring and recording the band had 
ever taken, Metallica issued a terse 
but emotional press release, in which 
bassist Jason Newsted announced his 
departure from the group because of 
‘private and personal reasons and 
the physical damage I have done to 
myself over the years. ” A few hours 
later, a source close to Metallica told 
PLAYBOY that Newsted’s decision had 
capped a nine-and-a-half-hour band 
meeting the day before at the Ritz- 
Carlton Hotel in San Francisco, the 
sequel to a similar marathon caucus 
a week earlier. Newsted’s resignation, 
the source said, had been “very well 
discussedby the band. 

In some ways, it was Just the usual 
tumult for Metallica, who spent much 


of last year waging an assault — or, 
they might say, a counteroffensive — 
against Napster. The website drew an 
estimated 38 million users in its first 
18 months by allowing fans to trade 
soundfiles without paying any tariff 
in short, by providing free music, 
Metallica sued for alleged copyright 
infringement and racketeering, and on 
July 11, drummer lars Ulrich—whose 
press campaign against Napster was 
full of typical bravado—testified 
against the website before the U.S. 
Senate. 

Between politicking and press 
conferences, Metallica played music, 
too. “I Disappear, ” a new song on the 
“Mission Impossible2 soundtrack, 
was nominated for five MTV Video 
Music Awards. The band released S&M, 
a two-disc concert album recorded 
with the San Francisco Symphony 
Orchestra. They toured during the 


HETFIELD: “I’m definitely not the 
smartest guy in the band, so winning 
an intellectual argument is not going 
to happen. Resorting to violence used 
to work. ” 


NEWSTED: “Fiveyears ago, the band 
took priority over all other things. 

Now, families come first. I understand 
that—but Im the only who’s not 
married. ” 


summer with Kid Rock, who handled 
some lead vocals when singer James 
Hetfield missed three shows because of 
a Jet Ski accident. Even VH1 embraced 
these one-time scourges, profiling the 
band in a particularly bloody Behind 
the Music. The year 2000, says bassist 
Jason Newsted, “was possibly the 
highest-profile year for Metallica ever. ” 
Of the thousands of bands that have 
crawled our of rehearsal garages into 
recording studios, only seven have sold 
more albums in the U.S. than Metallica 
has. Of those, two are long-gone 
legends (the Beatles and led Zeppelin), 
and the others - Pink Floyd, the Eagles, 
Aerosmith, the Rolling Stones and Van 
Halen - are nostalgia acts, grandpas 
past their expiration dates or culturally 
inconsequential. Among rock’s most 
epic groups, only one — Metallica—is 
still touring, still vital and still not in 
need ofRogaine. 


When Hetfield and Ulrich met in los 
Angeles in the spring of 1981, united 
by an ad in a local rock magazine, they 
had little in common except a shared 
fanaticism for the most extreme 
mutations of rock. lars’father, Torben 
Ulrich, was a great Danish tennis 
player, a bohemian and a jazzfan; 
lars’ godfather was jazz great Dexter 
Gordon. lars has had a privileged, 
expansive childhood, full of travel 
and freedom. Hetfield, a product of 
a broken home headed by a father 
who followed the restrictive Christian 
Science religion, was working dead¬ 
end day jobs and had seen little outside 
of suburban LA. Ulrich and Hetfield 
relocated an early version of the 
band to San Francisco to secure the 
services of bass overlord Cliff Burton, 
and added guitarist Kirk Hammett, 
a Bay Area native who, like Hetfield, 
embraced loud rock as a refuge from 


HAMMETT: “Criticism is something 
that we’ve always dealt with. Even 
our fans fucking criticize us. We have 
bulletproof vests on. To tell the truth, 
we feed off of it. ” 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY MIZUNO AND DAVID ROSE 

ULRICH: “We all had some pretty 
slutty moments. I don’t think there’s 
anybody in this band who hasn’t 
had crabs a couple of times or the 
occasional drip-dick. ” 
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teen misery. 

The bands that inspiredMetallica 
are pretty obscure, unless you 
know European thrash pioneers 
like Diamond Head and Blitzkrieg. 

But Metallica spread pure metal 
to the mainstream. They did it by 
touring with an almost demented 
determination, earning the nickname 
Alcohollica as they floated from 
town to town like marauding vodka 
Vikings. They did it by avoiding metal 
cliches (after discarding their spandex 
tights, that is) such as singing about 
chicks and sex, instead giving voice 
to raging, almost biblical parables 
about warfare and brutality. And 
they did it, beginning with 1991’s 
Metallica (also known as the Black 
Album, for its unadorned cover), by 
working with Bon Jovi producer Bob 
Rock to add experimentation and 
melodic appeal. Where he once vowed 
“volume higher than anything today” 
(on the band’s ear-blasting Kill Em All 
debut), Hetfield began to expose the 
vulnerability that always lies under 
anger. “On Enter Sandman, ” he sang 
about a child’s nighttime terrors, an 
allusion to his own convulsive youth. 
“Now I see the sun, ” he sang hopefully 
on “Unforgiven II. ’’And “Nothing Else 
Matters,” a ballad, brought Metallica 
into territory they’d never explored: 
love and satisfaction. 

We sent freelance writer Rob 
Tannenbaum to interview the last 
of the big rock bands. He found that 
although the band members were out 
of touch with one another during 
the hiatus, they were not out of one 
another’s minds. His report: 

“I wasn’t surprised that Jason 
Newsted quit Metallica. Just two 
months earlier, I’d spent a day with 
each of the four, and I’ve never seen 
a band so quarrelsome and fractious. 
Most of the barbs were cloaked in 
humor—Newsted mocked Hetfield’s 
singing, Hetfield mocked Ulrich’s 
drumming, and Ulrich, whom I 
interviewed last, responded to several 
of Hetfield’s quotes with scorn. 

“But genuine tension was evident 
in these interviews—the last ever 
to be conducted with this Metallica 
lineup—because they shared one 
trait: Each talked about his need for 
solitude. Paradoxically, this is a band 
of loners, and the conflict between 
unity and individuality was pretty 
clear. Because they weren’t speaking, 

I became a conduit of information. 
How were Jason’s spirits?’Kirk 
Hammett, 38, asked anxiously when 
we met at his home in the Pacific 
Heights section of San Francisco, an 


haute Gothic mansion full of dark 
wood and crucifixes, with a stuffed 
two-headed sheep in the parlor. And 
how was James?’ 

“Hetfield, 37, invited me to his 
house, behind a secured gate in a 
town less than an hour north of San 
Francisco. It seemed odd that he lived 
in notoriously mellow Marin County, 
but Hetfield set me straight about the 
neighborhood. ‘This is more a kind 
ofLosertown, ’ he said with a deep 
chuckle. ‘I’m more up for that vibe. ’ 
The den where we talked felt like a 
rural lodge - above a fireplace, the 
walls were decorated with the heads 
of nine animals he’d killed including 
a boar, an antelope and 1600-pound 
buffalo he took with four shots of 
a rifle. Hetfield, who earned the 
nickname Dr. No for his control of the 
band, often talks in animal metaphors, 
which shape his decidedly Darwinian 
perspective. ‘It’s a pretty difficult time 
for us right now, ’ Hetfield said in a 
rare somber moment. But when his 
wife, Francesca, and three-year old 
daughter, Cali, came into the room, the 
author of‘Seek and Destroy’jumped 
up and yelled, ‘Big hug!’ 

“When I met Lars Ulrich, 37, he 
was separated from his wife Skylar 
and their child, and was living in a 
downtown New York hotel suite while 
mixing an album by Systematic for his 
label, TMC. Ulrich is the band’s bustling 
businessman - as he ranted and 
scoffed, his cell phone rang constantly 
well as its emissary to nonmetal 
worlds: He’s friends with Matt Damon 
and Courtney Love and plays tennis 
with John McEnroe. Affectionately 
referred to as ‘The Danish Midget’ 
by some in the band’s circle, Ulrich 
somehow manages to be friendly and 
disputative at the same time, as though 
arguing were just another way of 
saying hello. 

“The most unhappy Metallican was 
Newsted, 38, whom I met at at Marin 
County recording studio. Newsted, 
who joined the band after Cliff Burton 
died in a bus accident while the band 
toured Sweden in September 1986, 
was straining at Hetfield’s restrictions 
which kept him from releasing a solo 
album. He jokingly dismissed Hetfield’s 
singing, saying, ‘At least we call him 
a singer now, instead of a screamer 
or a shouter. Five or six years ago they 
would never called him a shouter. ’ 
Newsted gradually admitted that he felt 
‘almost stifled’ in Metallica. But when 
I asked if he was unhappy enough 
to quit the band, he turned grave: 7 
would not leave Metallica for another 
band. If I ever happened to choose a 


path, I would do it to live my life, not 
depart to play in another band. ’ 

“A source within the Metallica camp 
told me Newsted is ‘not 100 percent 
healthy, and has been playing in 
pain’ - the bassist also told PLAYBOY 
he would quit ‘when the day comes 
that I cannot perform’ with his 
accustomed ferocity. According to 
the source, Newsted (who declined 
further comment) said he might move 
to Montana and not touch a bass for 
two years, though it’s hard to imagine 
such inactivity from a guy who suffers 
anxiety attacks ‘if I even try to go 
six days without playing music with 
somebody. ’ Newsted may have retired 
purely for health reasons, though the 
source admits that the bassist’s clash 
with Hetfield was ‘a precipitating 
factor. ’ 

“Soon, Metallica will end their hiatus 
and return to the studio as a trio to 
record a new album. Metal bands 
aren’t supposed to evolve: AC/DC, 

Black Sabbath, andMotorhead sounded 
basically the same on their first record 
as on their latest. But Metallica is 
motivated by a fear of repetition, ’ 
Ulrich told me, so it’ll be interesting to 
hear their next move. Then they’ll hire 
a new bassist and go back on the road, 
as loud as ever. ” 


PLAYBOY: You spent much of last year 
fighting Napster. Now it’s gone into business 
with BMG and is changing from a free 
service to a pay service. Is the threat over? Or 
will a similar site pop up? 

ULRICH: There are all sorts of mini- 
Napsters out there. But Napster is successful 
because it’s Computer 101—with some 
other companies, the software becomes 
really complicated. And they’re not going to 
get out of the gate in the same way Napster 
did. Now everybody has their guard up. With 
every new technology some 19 -year old kid 
can come up with, somebody five minutes 
behind him can come up with a way of 
blocking it. It’s never going to go away. But I 
think it can get to a point where it becomes 
sort of a nuisance, comparable to, say, 
bootlegging and piracy. 

PLAYBOY: What did you accomplish by 
going after Napster? 

ULRICH: What we’ve accomplished most 
is to bring an awareness to the American 
public. It turned into the first big issue of 
the 21st century. People seemed to be more 
passionate about it than the presidential 
thing. Obviously, this has been the fucking 
wake-up call of the millennium to everybody 
who has anything to do with intellectual 
property. There’s this whole circle of older 
ladies who create sewing patterns. All of 
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a sudden, these sewing patterns are being 
stolen and traded on the Internet. And these 
little old ladies aren’t getting their royalties. 
PLAYBOY: So now Metallica is allied with a 
bunch of old ladies. 

ULRICH: [Rolls his eyes] There’s your 
sound bite. 

PLAYBOY: Some of your fans took Napster’s 
side, instead of Metallica’s. 

HETFIELD: [Grins] Because they’re lazy 
bastards and they want everything for free. I 
think Napster won the press war It hurt the 
fans’ perception of us—they see Metallica as 
some big bad guys who wanted to take their 
free stuff away. I like playing music because 
it’s a good living and I get satisfaction 
from it. But I can’t feed my family with 
satisfaction. 

PLAYBOY: So Napster damaged Metallica? 
HETFIELD: I don’t want it to read “Napster 
has damaged Metallica.” It’s pretty difficult 
to hurt us. They did damage to how 
Metallica fans perceive us. 

ULRICH: I don’t agree. We’ve taken hits 
from day one: between haircuts and using 
Motley Crue-Bon Jovi producer Bob Rock, 
to headlining Lollapalooza to writing 
ballads to making records with a symphony 
orchestra. That’s part of being an instigator 
and a forerunner 
PLAYBOY: Aside from his natural 
garrulousness, why did Lars become the 
band’s spokesman against Napster? 
HETFIELD: My wife and I were giving birth 
to a second child [son Castor, born May 
2000]. And family is number one. So Lars 
had to run with the torch, and there were a 
few bad moves. You know, Lars can get really 
mouthy and be a snotty-nosed kid at times. 

I cringed at certain interviews: “Oh dude, 
don’t say that.” 

ULRICH: I said some things that were 
borderline silly. When Limp Bizkit embraced 
Napster and took $2 million to play this 
“free tour”—it is possible to play free shows 
without taking sponsorship money, because 
we do that—I said it was total bullshit. I 
know a lot of people hate Fred Durst, but I 
think he’s really fucking talented. Me and 
Fred kissed and made up. When I open 
my mouth, most of the time something 
somewhat eloquent comes out, and once in 
a while I talk a bunch of fucking bullshit. 
I’m aware of that. 

PLAYBOY: What sort of things did the fans 
say to your face? 

HETFIELD: Some fans said, “Leave 
Napster alone, dude”—if they were suicidal 
[laughs]. But that was after “Metallica 
rocks, dude.” So you would turn your 
“thanks” into a “fuck you.” I’ve gotten 
into plenty of arguments with fans who 
just wanted to “discuss” it. This poor girl 
in Atlanta, I made her cry. She felt money 
was evil. Why don’t you go live in Canada or 
some socialist country? 

ULRICH: If you’d stop being a Metallica 
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fan because I won’t give you my music for 
free, then fuck you. I don‘t want you to be a 
Metallica fan. 

HAMMETT: I’m still shocked at the 
reaction people have. I thought it was so 
obvious: People are taking our music when 
they’re not supposed to, and we want to 
stop them. Computers make it seem like 
you’re not stealing, because all you’re doing 
is pressing a button. The bottom line is, 
stealing is not right. 

PLAYBOY: You guys pissed off a lot of 
people. On the Metallica Usenet group, 
there’s an ongoing thread called “Kirk and 
Lars are gay.” 

HAMMETT: That just shows a total lack of 
creative juices. That’s like calling someone 
“fatso.” 

PLAYBOY: Maybe you were right on the 
merits. But it’s hard for people to sympathize 
with the rich. 

ULRICH: Yeah, it is. So it becomes about 
“these greedy rock stars.” But understand, 

80 million records later, I don’t know what 
the fuck to do with all the money I have. So 
now can we talk about what the real issue 
is? The real issue, for me, is choice. I want to 
choose what happens to my music. It’s pretty 
clear that the future is selling your music 
online. But common sense will tell you that 
you cannot do that if the guy next door is 
giving it away for free. 

PLAYBOY: When you stated the campaign 
against Napster, did you know it would drag 
on so long? 

ULRICH: Didn’t have the foggiest fucking 
idea, no. This whole Lars Ulrich-poster-boy- 
for-intellectual property isn’t something I 
sought out. 

PLAYBOY: Were you surprised when you 
got booed onstage last September at the MTV 
Video Music Awards? 

ULRICH: I was unaware of it while I was 
up there. I got offstage, and people were like, 
“Wow, you handled the booing really well.” I 
was like, “What booing?” 

PLAYBOY: That’s surprising, because you 
looked really uncomfortable. 

ULRICH: I was kind of drunk. It was the 
worst awards show, hands down, that I’ve 
ever been to. I left, I went out to dinner with 
some friends and had some cocktails. 
PLAYBOY: When Napster creator Shawn 
Fanning came out in a Metallica T-shirt, 
they cut to you in the audience, and you 
looked aghast. 

ULRICH: You have to understand, the 
whole thing was planned. They asked me to 
present an award to Shawn Fanning. The 
day before the show, Napster’s lawyers pulled 
him out of it. They thought I would do 
something rude or obnoxious to him. MTV 
asked, “Do you have any problem with him 
walking out in a Metallica T-shirt?”. I was 
like, “Go for it.” I knew about all that—I 
was just pretending to be sleeping. I had my 
hand over my face, nodding off. It was sort 


of contrived. 

PLAYBOY: What would it take for you to 
drop your suit against Napster? 

ULRICH: They have been inquisitive about 
trying to settle. The only thing we were after 
was getting our lawyers fees paid. And we 
believe they have the ability to block access 
to whatever band wants it blocked. 
HAMMETT: Criticism is something we’ve 
always dealt with, since day one. When Ml 
'Em All came out, there was nothing like it. 
When the second album came out, we had 
slow songs, for God’s sake! Even our fans 
fucking criticize us. We have bulletproof 
vests on when it comes to criticism. To tell 
the truth, we feed off it. 

HETFIELD: Metallica loves to be hated. 
HAMMETT: Love to be hated, absolutely. 
Even before we were in the band, we were 
outsiders—so that mentality sits really fine 
with us. 

PLAYBOY: Now that you’re superstars— 
not only on MTV but also on VH1-—it’s easy 
to forget how unpopular you were at first. 
HETFIELD: When Lars and I hooked 
up, we liked a kind of music that was not 
accepted, especially in Los Angeles. We were 
fast and heavy. Everything about LAS was 
short, catchy songs: Motley Crue, Ratt, Van 
Halen. And you had to have the look. The 
only look we had was ugly. 

PLAYBOY: Hey, but you were not immune 
to dressing LA style. 

HETFIELD: We had our battles with 
spandex, that’s for sure. You could show 
off your package. “Wear spandex, dude. It 
gets you chicks!”. On the first tour through 
America, my spandex—I fucking hate 
saying, “my spandex”. It’s a pretty evil 
phrase. They were wet from the night before, 
and I was drying them by the heater. A big 
hole melted right in the crotch. It was like, 
“They’re like pantyhose.” I just opted to 
keep my jeans on, and that was the best 
thing that ever happened. Lars wore spandex 
up through the Black Album tour; though 
he might tell you different. 

ULRICH: We were very much the outcasts 
in Los Angeles. The first year or so, it was 
pretty lonely. 

HETFIELD: We did some shows where if 
our girlfriends weren’t there, there’d be no 
one in the audience besides the bartender. 
Then a few diehard fans would follow us 
around, and they became crew members. 
“Maybe that guy wants to lug some gear 
around so I don’t have to.” 

PLAYBOY: Where did the medieval, 
Dungeons-and-Dragons theme on the early 
records come from? 

HETFIELD: Judas Priest was a band we all 
dug. “Oh, he writes about that. OK, then. 
That’s what you do to be metal.” Then it got 
into more, “Let’s write about what we do”: 
“Whiplash,” “Hit the Lights” and “Seek And 
Destroy,” which was just about smashing 
shit up. We worked at day jobs. After that, 


we’d throw parties, take the furniture out of 
the house and smash the joint. We smashed 
dressing rooms just because you were 
supposed to. Then you’d get the bill and go, 
“Whoa! I didn’t know Pete Townshend paid 
for his lamp!” Come back off the tour and 
you hadn’t made any money. You bought 
furniture for a bunch of promoters. 
HAMMETT: We would drink day in and 
day out and hardly come up for air. People 
would be dropping like flies all around 
us, but we had the tolerance built up. Our 
reputation started to precede us. I can’t 
remember the Kill ‘Em All tour—we used 
to start drinking at three or four in the 
afternoon. 

HETFIELD: Smashing dressing rooms was 
all booze related. The worst was A Day on 
the Green. A buddy and I, completely ripped 
on Jagermeister, got it into our heads that 
the deli tray and the fruit had to go through 
a little vent. “The vent is not big enough. 
Let’s make a hole!” The trailer was ruined. 
Bill Graham—R.I.P. —was the promoter. 

I was summoned to his office. Like, “I 
have to go see the principal now.” He said, 
“This attitude you have, I’ve had the same 
conversation with Sid Vicious and Keith 
Moon”. It was like, “Cool! Oh, wait—they’re 
dead. Not so cool. Maybe I should get my 
shit together”. I realized at that point there 
was more to being in a band than pissing 
people off and smashing shit up. 

PLAYBOY: James, what did you think of 
Lars after that first jam session? 

HETFIELD: Lars had a pretty crappy drum 
kit, with one cymbal. It kept falling over, 
and we’d have to stop, and he’d pick the 
fucking thing up. He really was not a good 
drummer. To this day, he is not Drummer 
of the Year. We all know that. When we were 
done jamming, it was, “What the fuck was 
that??” We stiffed him on the bill for the 
studio, too [laughs]. There were so many 
different things about him. His mannerisms, 
his looks, his accent, his attitude, his smell. 
He smelled—he smelled like Denmark, I 
guess. They have a different view on bathing. 
We use soap in America. 

ULRICH: American kids, there was this 
sort of compulsive thing about four showers 
a day. 

PLAYBOY: Well, did you wash? 

ULRICH: Often enough for me. OK? 
HETFIELD: We ate McDonald’s—he ate 
herring. He was from a different world. His 
father was famous. He was very well off. A 
rich, only child. Spoiled—that’s why he’s 
got his mouth. He knows what he wants, he 
goes for it and he’s gotten it his whole life. 
ULRICH: I’m an only child. I come from 
about as liberal an upbringing as you can 
imagine. I traveled all over the world with 
my father. So, yes, James Hetfield and I come 
from incredibly different backgrounds. And 
as we grow older, we probably become more 
different. 


HETFIELD: He introduced me to a lot of 
different music. I spent a lot of my time 
at his house, listening to stuff. I couldn’t 
believe the size of his record collection—I 
could afford maybe one record a week, and 
he would come back from the store with 20. 
He bought Styx and REO Speedwagon, bands 
he’d heard of in Denmark. I would go, 

“What the fuck? Why did you buy Styx?” 
ULRICH: I have an obsessive personality. 
When I become interested in something, I 
have to learn everything about it, whether 
it’s Danish chairs from the great modern 
era between 1950 and 1956, or Jean-Michel 
Basquiat, or Oasis. When I was nine years 
old, it was all about Deep Purple. I would 
spend all my time sitting outside their 
hotel in Copenhagen, waiting for Ritchie 
Blackmore to come out so I could follow 
him down the street. 

PLAYBOY: Since you love Denmark so 
much, why were you in LA? 

ULRICH: I finished school in Denmark and 
moved to America to pursue a tennis career. 
We ended up in Newport Beach, which is 
like the snottiest fucking area of LA apart 
from Beverly Hills. There’s all these kids in 
their fucking pink Lacoste shirts, and I’m in 
my Iron Maiden T-shirts. I guess there was 
a hatred for all that, a bit of an alienation. 
James Hetfield was the king of alienation. 

So there was a bit of a brotherly thing that 
brought us together. 

PLAYBOY: How alienated was James when 
you met him? 

ULRICH: I’d never met anybody that shy. 

He was really withdrawn, almost afraid 
of social contact. He also had a bad acne 
problem. 

HETFIELD: There wasn’t much to say, 

I guess. When I met Lars, my mother 
had just passed away. Everyone was the 
enemy back then. I wasn’t the best at 
talking—that came just from growing up in 
the environment I was in, kind of alienated. 

I was tired of explaining my religious 
situation. Once the band formed, I thought, 

I don’t have to talk anymore. Lars can say it 
all. The no one really understood what the 
hell songs were about [laughs]. 

PLAYBOY: So, what was you religious 
situation? 

HETFIELD: I was raised as a Christian 
Scientist, which is a strange religion. The 
main rule is, God will fix everything. Your 
body is just a shell, you don’t need doctors. 

It was alienating and hard to understand. 

I couldn’t get a physical to play football. 

It was weird having to leave health class 
during school, and all the kids saying, 

“Why do you have to leave? Are you some 
kind of freak?”. As a kid, you want to be 
part of the team. They’re always whispering 
about you and thinking you’re weird. That 
was very upsetting. My dad taught Sunday 
school—he was into it. It was pretty 
much forced upon me. We had these little 


SEPTEMBER 2011 PLAYBOY 65 


PLAYBOY Interview.indd 65 


8/5/11 3:31:21 PM 




V p-^YBOYlNTERVIEW 


testimonials, and there was a girl that had 
her arm broken. She stood up and said, “I 
broke my arm but now, look, it’s all better.” 
But it was just, like, mangled. Now that I 
think about it, it was pretty disturbing. 
PLAYBOY: Did you ever run away from 
home? 

HETFIELD: Once, me and my sister split. 
Our parents caught us about four blocks 
away. They spanked the shit out of us, pretty 
much. 

PLAYBOY: So do you believe in spanking 
your kids? 

HETFIELD: Spanking my friends, and 
their wives. Yeah, as a last resort. But with 
the spanking comes a huge explanation 
why. 

PLAYBOY: What was your parents’ 
relationship like? 

HETFIELD: It was my mom’s second 
marriage—I have two older half brothers. 

I didn’t really see any turmoil. They didn’t 
argue in front of the kids. Then Dad went 
on a “business trip”—for more than a few 
years, you know? I was beginning junior 
high. It was hidden, that he was gone. 
Finally, my mom said, “Dad is not coming 
back.” And that was pretty difficult. There 
were some bad times-my mom needed to be 
home when we kids were home, or I’d have 
killed my sister. We beat the living hell out 
of each other. I remember burning her with 
hot oil and that was, “Wow, it went too far”. 
My mom worried a lot, and that made her 
sick. She hid it from us. All of a sudden, she’s 
in the hospital. Then all of a sudden, she’s 
gone. Cancer got here. We went and lived 
with my stepbrother Dave, who’s 10 years 
older. My sister was being unruly, and she 
got thrown out of the house. I finished high 
school, then, “Seeya, everybody.” 
HAMMETT: James comes from a broken 
home, and I come from a broken home, and 
when I joined the band, we kind of bonded 
over that. I was abused as a child. My dad 
drank a lot. He beat the shit out of me and 
my mom quite a bit. I got hold of a guitar, 
and from the time I was 15,1 rarely left 
my room. I remember having to pull my 
dad off my mom when he attacked her one 
time, during my l6th birthday—he turned 
on me and started slapping me around. 

Then my dad just left one day. My mom was 
struggling to support me and my sister. I’ve 
definitely channeled a lot of anger into the 
music. I was also abused by my neighbor 
when I was like nine or 10. The guy was a 
sick fuck. He had sex with my dog, Tippy. I 
can laugh about it now-hell, I was laughing 
about it then. 

PLAYBOY: It does seem that heavy metal 
attracts a disproportionate number of people 
who’ve been abused. 

HAMMETT: I think heavy metal is 
therapeutic—it’s music that blows the 
tension away. I think that’s why people who 
have had really bad childhoods are attracted 


to heavy metal. It allows people to release 
aggression and tension in a nonviolent 
way. Also, heavy metal has a community 
feeling—it brings outsiders together. Heavy 
metal seems to attract all sorts of scruffy, lost 
animals, strays no one wants. 

ULRICH: I’ve always had issues with 
that, because I don’t feel I had major 
psychological damage in my life. Why is that 
limited to metal? If you go to an Elton John 
concert, people have the same emotional 
baggage. If you lined 10 Metallica fans up 
against the wall, you would get 10 different 
stories. 

PLAYBOY: And three of them would piss 
on the wall. 

ULRICH: And one of them would knock 
his head against the wall, yeah. I’m not 
so comfortable embracing those types of 
cliches. 

PLAYBOY: At the beginning, did you 
consider any names other than Metallica? 
ULRICH: We had a list of 20 possible 
names: Nixon, Helldriver, Blitzer. I was really 
keen on Thunderfuck. 

PLAYBOY: When did you start to draw 
female fans? 

HAMMETT: Girls were always at the shows. 
It’s just that they didn’t look much different 
from the guys. 

ULRICH: Girls would come on the bus 
and just blow the whole bus. Like, “OK, 
here’s two girls, everybody get in line.” 

People would say, “Eww, she just blew that 
other guy...” So? You don’t have to put your 
tongue down her throat. 

HETFIELD: They enjoyed what they did. 
And, heh-heh, they were good at it. Back 
then, we all shared stuff. “I did her. Dude, 
here! Have my chick.” Lars would charm 
them, talk his way into their pants. Kirk had 
a baby face that was appealing to the girls. 
And Cliff—he had a big dick. Word got 
around about that, I guess. 

ULRICH: We used to have this thing called 
tub tarts—it was fucking great. We’d come 
offstage and there’s be like 10 naked girls in 
the showers. 

HAMMETT: I couldn’t figure out why all 
of a sudden I was handsome. Did I wake up 
looking different? A fat bank account will 
make you look like handsome. No one had 
ever treated me like that before in my life. 
PLAYBOY: Who was the biggest slut in the 
band? 

ULRICH: We all had some pretty slutty 
moments. I don’t think there’s anybody in 
this band who hasn’t had crabs a couple of 
times, or the occasional drip-dick. 
PLAYBOY: What do you remember about 
the night Cliff Burton died? 

HETFIELD: I remember getting awakened 
with shit flying all over the place. I busted 
out the emergency window in my underwear, 
20 degrees, and Cliff was missing. I 
remember seeing his legs sticking out from 
under the bus. He had the whitest, skinniest 


legs. I knew he was gone then. The bus was 
right on him. We were all in the hospital, 
and our tour manager said, “Let’s get the 
band together and go.” When he said the 
word band—it wasn’t the right word. “Shit, 
we’re not a band anymore”. We went to the 
bottle and started drinking. 

HAMMETT: Cliff was a very smart guy, a 
reader, very eloquent. I just don’t understand 
why he went, and not one of us. 

NEWSTED: Cliff Burton was my God. He 
was the guru. I mean, no one before him 
and no one since him has played like that. 
PLAYBOY: So you were a big fan back in 
Arizona? 

NEWSTED: Metallica was the hugest 
influence for my band, Flotsam and Jetsam. 
We played mostly around Arizona, at clubs 
and for desert parties. 

PLAYBOY: What is a desert party? 
NEWSTED: You borrow from your parents, 
put together 80 or 120 bucks, and rent a 
generator for the day. Get some tables from 
the high school to make a stage, and you 
rent a fog machine. You get some dudes 
to buy a keg, and you say, “Once people 
come, you’re going to give us 40 bucks.” 

You get the U-Haul stuck in the ditch, pull 
out some of the tables, put them under the 
tires and smash ‘em up to get the truck 
out. The dudes that are buying the keg are 
already drinking. It’s one o’clock in the 
afternoon. They’ve got .44 magnums on 
their sides. In Arizona, if you have your 
gun showing, you can wear what you want. 
Drunk as fuck already, and you find out 
that they robbed a Safeway last night. “Oh 
yeah, we’re going to get money out of these 
guys.” Then set up and play for an hour or 
two and the Scottsdale cops come out and 
bust everything up and that’s the end of 
it. I didn’t make any money playing until 
I joined Metallica. The most I remember 
making—for what we thought was a huge 
gig—was $26 between five of us. 

PLAYBOY: Do you ever miss that? 
NEWSTED: I miss being grimy. I miss the 
hunger. I miss the excitement of taking off 
work early to set up the gear at the club. And 
seven people show up but you still play like 
there are 700. There was a Burger King right 
across from the main club we played—we 
took down a mountain of 29 -cent burgers. 
Happy about it! “I’m going to get a Coke.” 
“No, man, that’s two more burgers! Fuck 
that! We’ll steal beer from a back room, 
dude.” Because otherwise it’d be boiled 
potatoes with ketchup stolen from Burger 
King. 

PLAYBOY: Had you seen Metallica while 
Cliff was alive? 

NEWSTED: Yes. In Phoenix, with Wasp, 
before Master Of Puppets came out. 

Front row. Right in front of Cliff Burton, 
worshiping. Drooling. Banging madly. 
Fourteen bucks for a shirt, which was all the 
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money in the world at that time. We only 
went to see Metallica. As soon as Metallica 
was done, we walked out. They just crushed 
it, and we knew everything they did by heart. 
PLAYBOY: How did you hear he’d died? 
NEWSTED: A friend woke me up at six in 
the morning. He said, “You’ve got to get 
the paper, dude.” I remember tears hitting 
the paper and watching them soak into the 
print. We wore black armbands when we 
played our next gigs. 

PLAYBOY: After you heard Cliff was dead, 
how long before you started to think, Hmm, 
Metallica is going to need a new bass player? 
NEWSTED: I daydreamed that day. Just 
like, What if, what if, what if? 

PLAYBOY: The brought you to San 
Francisco for an audition. Were you 
nervous? 

NEWSTED: That whole week, I didn’t sleep. 
I might have lain down a couple of times. 
For five days I stayed up and played as long 
as I could. Blisters on blisters broke. When 
I could feel the nerve inside as I played the 
string, I stopped for a little while. A couple of 
my friends got together some money to pay 
for a $ 140 plane ticket to go do my audition. 
PLAYBOY: Pretty cheap that they didn’t pay 
your airfare. Where they tough on the people 
who were auditioning? 

NEWSTED: One guy comes in, he’s got 
his bass signed by the guy from Quiet Riot 
or something. And James just goes, “Next!” 
Like that, before the guy even got to plug in. 
Guys were, like, crushed. 

PLAYBOY: Tell me about the first year with 
them. 

NEWSTED: Hazing. And a lot of emotional 
tests. 

HETFIELD: We were mourning through 
anger. “You’re here instead of Cliff, so here’s 
what you get.” It was therapy for us. 
NEWSTED: One time, it’s four in the 
morning, they’re hammered and knocking 
on my hotel door when we were in New York. 
“Get up, fucker! It’s time to drink Pussy!” 
You know? “You’re in Metallica now! You 
better open that fucking door!” They kept 
pounding. Kaboom! The door frame shreds, 
and the door comes flying in. And they go, 
“You should have answered the door, bitch!” 
They grab the mattress and flip it over with 
me on it. They put the chairs, the desk, the 
TV stand—everything in the room—on 
top of the mattress. They threw my clothes, 
my cassette tapes, my shoes out the window. 
Shaving cream all over the mirrors, 
toothpaste everywhere. Just devastation. They 
go running out the door, “Welcome to the 
band, dude!” 

PLAYBOY: Did you know they were telling 
people you were gay? 

NEWSTED: No. I mean, dude, there was so 
much, that’s like a minor detail. 

PLAYBOY: Why did they do that and why 
did you put up with it? 

(continued on page 68) 
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(continued from page 68) 

NEWSTED: Because it was Metallica, it was 
my dream come true, man. I was definitely 
frustrated, fed up and kind of feeling 
unliked. They did it so see if I could handle 
it. If you’re going to fill the shoes of Cliff 
Burton, you have to be resilient. 

PLAYBOY: OK, guys, who was the biggest 
drinker in Alcohollica? 

HAMMETT: James. He would drink half a 
bottle of Jagermeister by himself, as well as 
drinking Vodka. 

ULRICH: James Hetfield. If me And James 
started drinking at the same time, six hours 
of hard liquor later, I would be passed out. 
For quite a while, he was embracing alcohol 
at a different level from the rest of us. 
HETFIELD: I was. I had to have a bottle 
of Vodka just for fun. I’m surprised I’m still 
alive. 

NEWSTED: That’s a tough call. Fist for 
fist, I think Lars. He can take it to a different 
place, because he’s Danish. They get 
conditioned real early. 

ULRICH: [Laughs] I had much more of 
the binge mentality; I’d go every night for 
three days, then I wouldn’t touch a drop for 
the next four. 

NEWSTED: James is the only one that ever 
drank so much he couldn’t show up for a 
rehearsal or for photos. He is the only one 
who ever actually poisoned himself. 
HAMMETT: Jason’s not so much of a 
drinker as the rest of us are. He likes to 
smoke pot. 

PLAYBOY: People who like fast music 
usually like fast drugs. Did the band get 
into speed? 

HAMMETT: Speed is a bad word in our 
camp. But speed freaks love us. 

ULRICH: James is the only one who never 
really engaged in any kind of drug abuse. 

Me, Jason, Kirk and Cliff were always 
experimenting with different things to a 
higher degree. 

HAMMETT: Cocaine has definitely been 
in our lives. You hang out with other 
musicians, and next thing you know, you 
have five guys crammed into a bathroom 
stall. I had a bad coke problem on the And 
Justice For All tour, but I pulled out of that, 
because it makes me depressed, basically. I 
tried smack once. I was so thankful that I 
hated it. 

ULRICH: I tried acid once; I was shit- 
fucking scared. The only drug I’ve ever really 
engaged in is cocaine. It gave me another 
couple of hours of drinking. A lot of people 
use it as a way to get closer to you, and you 
fall for that. I go through cycles where I say, 
“OK, I’m going to pull away for a while.” 
And then I take six months away. 

PLAYBOY: Jason, as time went on, did the 
band stop hazing you? 

NEWSTED: They actually got tougher as 
time went on. The second and third years 
were the most brutal. Instead of fraternity 


pranks, there were things that cut deep and 
were based on disrespect. 

PLAYBOY: What did they do that was 
disrespectful? 

NEWSTED: Turning the bass down on And 
Justice For All. Not listening to my ideas, 
musically. 

PLAYBOY: Is Jason even on AndJustice 
For AUl 

HETFIELD: His picture is on it [big 
laugh]. Someone sent me a joke CD, with a 
sticker on the outside that says, ‘AndJustice 
For All —now with bass!” 

ULRICH: It’s the only record of ours that 
I’m not entirely comfortable with. It became 
about ability and almost athletics, rather 
than music. 

PLAYBOY: Bands are usually like families, 
and it sounds like this family fights a whole 
lot. 

HAMMETT: There are a lot of soap operas 
and petty dramas that come with being in 
this band. I find myself playing referee. I’ve 
been the buffer between James and Lars, I’ve 
been the buffer between Lars and Jason. 
HETFIELD: Lars’ name keeps getting 
brought up, doesn’t it? [laughs] He’s usually 
the instigator, with his mouth. He can be 
a real ass at times, and pull attitudes. I 
punched him onstage once—probably our 
third gig ever. We agreed we were going to 
play “Let It Loose” for our encore, and he 
went up there and started a different song, 
“Killing Time,” because it started with 
drums. I turned back: “You motherfucker!” 

I couldn’t remember the lyrics, it was a 
complete failure. 

ULRICH: I started the song I wanted to 
play. I don’t remember why—maybe I felt 
it was a more suitable encore. And then he 
punched me. 

HETFIELD: I remember throwing him into 
his drum kit a couple of times, throwing 
some cymbals, cutting his head open. 
ULRICH: I’ve gotten into a couple of fights 
with Jason. 

HAMMETT: I’ve never hit anyone in the 
band. I practice a lot of yoga now, and read 
a lot of Eastern philosophy. I’m a huge 
believer in karma: no meat, no beef, no 
swine, no fowl. 

HETFIELD: I’m definitely not the smartest 
guy in the band, so winning an intellectual 
argument is not going to happen. Resorting 
to violence used to work. And intimidation. 
HAMMETT: When James comes at you 
screaming, he can be intimidating. 
PLAYBOY: A lot of things have happened 
to Metallica. Does that mean the band has 
bad karma? 

HAMMETT: Quite possibly. Goddamn 
it, we’ve been through a lot of things. It 
has to be karma. I don’t know if it’s the 
energy our songs release. People channel 
the energy of our music - 90 percent of the 
time it’s good, but maybe 10 percent of the 


time it’s bad. I’ve heard stories of skinheads 
listening to our music and fucking tattooing 
song titles on their arms with big swastikas 
underneath. Maybe it’s just personal karma. 
Maybe the reason James has had so many 
accidents is because of his own personal 
karma, and it affects the band. 

PLAYBOY: How would you describe the 
change that came after And Justice for All, 
starting with the Black Album? 

ULRICH: The earlier records were about 
brute force, stuff like that. As James became 
more comfortable, elements of vulnerability 
and confusion came across, with less 
banging-on-the-chest type of stuff. Instead 
of “It’s fucked up and I’m going to kill 
everything in my wake”, it was more like, 
“It’s fucked up and I’m really suffering 
from it.” 

HETFIELD: On the Black Album, when I 
went to write lyrics, I didn’t know what the 
fuck to write about. I was trying to write 
lyrics that the band could stand behind— 
but we are four completely different 
individuals. So the only way to go was in. 
PLAYBOY: Of all the stuff you wrote James, 
what was the song you most hesitated over 
recording? 

HETFIELD: “Nothing Else Matters.” That 
was a huge turning point. It was sensitive. 
PLAYBOY: In theme, “Nothing Else 
Matters” is kind of like the Styx song Babe. 
HETFIELD: Fuck you. Fuck you very much 
[smiles]. I didn’t think the band would like 
it. But they were really supportive about it. 
HAMMETT: All I could think of at the time 
was, James wrote a fucking love song to his 
girlfriend? That’s just weird. 

NEWSTED: At first, it didn’t sound very 
much like Metallica to me. I like the fast 
heavy stuff. I don’t think Metallica should 
do country. We came pretty close to it on 
“Mama Said” (kom Load). I don’t think 
that tasted very good to me. 

HAMMETT: James always wants to be 
perceived as this guy who is very confident 
and strong. And for him to write lyrics like 
that—showing a sensitive side—took a lot 
of balls. 

Lars, Jason and I were going through 
divorces. I was an emotional wreck. I was 
trying to take those feeling of guilt and 
failure and channel them into the music, to 
get something positive out of it. Jason and 
Lars were too, and I think that has a lot to 
do with why the Black Album sounds the 
way it does. 

PLAYBOY: Before, you had been one of the 
more popular heavy metal bands. But with 
the Black Album, you became mainstream. 
NEWSTED: Once we hit MTV, better¬ 
looking girls started coming to the shows. 
Just overnight. 

HAMMETT: It sounds like a cliche, but 
girls like melody, they like soft, pretty songs. 
And if that’s what it took to bring them into 


our little trap, more power to it. 

PLAYBOY: Do you think— 

HETFIELD: No. I like to not think. 
PLAYBOY: Only a few albums have sold 
more than 10 million copies. Do you think 
the Black Album is the band’s best record? 
HETFIELD: There are some songs on there 
I don’t like. “Through The Never” was a 
little wacky. “Don’t Tread on Me,” probably 
not one of my favorite songs musically. 
“Holier Than Thou” was one of the sillier 
songs, more the old style of writing. 
PLAYBOY: When Load came out next, 
you guys had short hair and were wearing 
makeup and trendy clothes. It was quite a 
change from the denim and mullets. 
HAMMETT: It was just a phase. It was the 
Zeitgeist of the moment. Who knows? We 
might do something even more complex in 
the future. 

PLAYBOY: Like Hetfield in a dress? 
HAMMETT: I think that would be extreme 
[laughs]. 

HETFIELD: I let Lars and Kirk take over 
a little on the image front. I really don’t 
like looking at it now. Our fans go, “What 
happened to Metallica, the rebel, longhair, 
greasy biker, fuck-you band?” Now it was U2 
or Stone Temple Pilots, or some band relying 
on an image. What the fuck did we need that 
for? That was just stupid. Jason and I were 
really not into it - Kirk and Lars were gung 
ho. You either laugh about it or you get 
wound up. I’m doing both, actually. 
PLAYBOY: You guys were kind of handsome 
without the mullets. 

HETFIELD: Come on! Mullets rule. Dude, 

I wanted to have long hair and short hair at 
the same time. 

HAMMETT: I never had a mullet, OK? 
NEWSTED: I’m not going to fess to the 
mullet for more than like three months in 
1987. 

ULRICH: It was probably only James who 
had a mullet. 

PLAYBOY: Well, it sure looks like a mullet 
you’re wearing on the inner sleeve of Garage 
Inc., Lars. What if James grew back his 
mullet? 

HAMMETT: If he does, I’m going to dye my 
hair pink. “You can have a funny haircut? 

So can I!” 

PLAYBOY: James, you’re pro-gun and pro¬ 
environment. Did you vote for Al Gore? 
HETFIELD: No. I’m afraid of someone 
taking my guns away. 

PLAYBOY: Then did you vote for Bush? 
HETFIELD: No. You have to go into the city 
to vote. So I’m not going to vote. 

PLAYBOY: You describe drinking and 
performing as therapeutic. Have you ever 
been in real therapy? 

HETFIELD: [Nods] Around the time 
oiLoad, I felt I wanted to stop drinking. 
“Maybe I’m missing out on something. 
Everyone else seems so happy all the time. I 
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want to get happy.” I’d plan my life around 
a hangover: “The Misfits are playing in 
town Friday night, so Saturday is hangover 
day” I lost a lot of days in my life. Going 
to therapy for a year, I learned a lot about 
myself. There’s a lot of things that scar you 
when you’re growing up, you don’t know 
why. The song “Bleeding Me” (on Load) is 
about that: I was trying to bleed out all bad, 
get the evil out. While I was going through 
therapy, I discovered some ugly stuff in 
there. A dark spot. 

PLAYBOY: So did the biggest drinker in 
Alcohollica stop drinking? 

HETFIELD: I took more than a year off 
from drinking—and the skies didn’t part. 

It was just life, but less fun. The evil didn’t 
come out. I wasn’t laughing, wasn’t having 
a good time. I realized, drinking is a part of 
me. Now I know how far to go. You can’t be 
hung over when you got kids, man. “Dad, 
get the fuck off the couch!” Well, they don’t 
say that—yet. 

PLAYBOY: Did you ever go to AA? 
HETFIELD: I wouldn’t say I’m an 
alcoholic—but then, you know, alcoholics 
say they’re not alcoholics. 

PLAYBOY: By then, you were spending 
more time with your father. How did that go? 
HETFIELD: It started off really bad. Very 
mad at him for making the family the way 
it was. It was never a real father-son kind of 
thing again. 

HAMMETT: James used to be a raging, out- 
of-control drunk, always fighting, always 
getting into trouble. He’s a lot more patient 
now. I think a lot of that had to do with the 
passing of his father [in 1996, during the 
Load tour]. After that, he was just a lot more 
appreciative, thoughtful and compassionate. 
PLAYBOY: James strikes us as kind of an 
enlightened redneck. 

HAMMETT: I’ll agree with that 100 
percent. He lives a certain lifestyle that’s easy 
to poke fun at: He lives out in the country, 
drinks a lot of beer, has a bunch of guns, 
goes hunting. 

HETFIELD: I eat vegetables, too, man. 
They’re just too easy to kill. Carrots don’t get 
a chance to run. I think animals are there 
for us. We’re on top of the food chain. 
PLAYBOY: Maybe you should have a 
hunting trip with one of the bands that 
supports PETA, like the Indigo Girls. 
HETFIELD: Which one should I kill first? 
Oh, them hunting with me? 

PLAYBOY: Are you uncomfortable with the 
degree of homophobia in metal? 

ULRICH: Totally. Ultimately, why do me 
and Kirk stick our tongues down each 
other’s throat once in a while in front of the 
camera? The metal world needs to be fucked 
with as much as possible. When the band 
started, everybody would sit around proving 
their heterosexuality by gay-bashing and 
stuff like that. Like, “Oh, fucking faggot.” 
Does that elevate you to some greater he- 


man status? I never understood that. 
PLAYBOY: We’ve heard James use the 
word fag jokingly. Does that mean he’s 
homophobic? 

HAMMETT: Um, probably. James hasn’t 
had a lot of experience with gay people, and 
that’s a large reason for being homophobic. 
He needs to be enlightened in that area. 
ULRICH: I know he’s homophobic. Let 
there be no question about that. I think 
homophobia is questioning your sexuality 
and not being comfortable with it. 
PLAYBOY: For the first time in years, there 
are a lot of metal bands on top of the charts. 
Most of them are pretty bad, aren’t they? 
HAMMETT: There’s a lot of fucking crap. 

A lot of regurgitated stuff, too. That Papa 
Roach song (“Last Resort”), the main riff 
is from a fucking Iron Maiden song called 
“Hallowed By Thy Name.” 

HETFIELD: Limp Bizkit seems a little 
cartoony to me. I don’t like some guy just 
yelling. Like Rage Against the Machine—it 
wasn’t singing, it was just some guy kind of 
pissed off, telling you his opinion. 
HAMMETT: To me, Limp Bizkit sounds like 
a second-rate Kom. Korn has a much better 
vocalist who is somewhat intelligent. A lot 
of these bands get the right ingredients, the 
right formula, and—voila—they have a 
metal band. A band like Godsmack is just a 
cross between Metallica and Alice in Chains, 
with a bit of Korn thrown in. 

HETFIELD: Queens of the Stone Age is 
unique. This band Rocket From the Crypt 
makes me feel good. 

PLAYBOY: Three of you are married, two of 
you have kids. What has changed? 
NEWSTED: Five years ago, the band took 
priority over all other things. Now, families 
comes first. I understand that. A family is 
more important. I’m the only one who’s not 
married, and music still plays the biggest 
part in my life. I mean, Black Sabbath 
is my number one band of all time, but 
Metallica has done more for metal. Metallica 
is the biggest heavy metal band there has 
ever been. I want to keep that strong. But 
Metallica is only one part of my musical 
life, OK? Those guys will be happy taking 
six months away from the music. They have 
other things on their minds. If I even try to 
go sis days without playing with somebody, I 
have anxiety-type things happen. 

PLAYBOY: It sounds like this sabbatical is 
frustrating to you. 

NEWSTED: Yes. James and Lars started 
this thing together. They came through all 
of the hardships. And they have serious, 
written-in-stone feelings about the band, 
about how it needs to be run. That’s very, 
very hard to swallow sometimes. I guess our 
understanding is that we don’t want to be 
like other bands, where people go off and do 
side projects. I have made some incredibly 
wonderful music with other musicians. 

It would just floor people—it has floored 


people. But I just can’t release it. 

PLAYBOY: James and Lars won’t let you? 
NEWSTED: It’s not Lars. 

HETFIELD: We just disagree about side 
projects. Fans have always viewed Metallica 
as something they can rely on: We’re always 
there, always strong. We’ve been the same 
guys since day one, essentially. The only 
way you can get out of this band is if you 
die. When you say Metallica, you know who 
that is: Lars, James, Kirk and—uh, what’s 
that guy? Jason [laughs]. When someone 
does a side project it takes away from the 
strength of Metallica. So there is a little 
ugliness lately. And it shouldn’t be discussed 
in the press. 

NEWSTED: James Hetfield is the heart and 
soul and pride of Metallica, the protector of 
the name. I’m not out to disrespect him. 
PLAYBOY: But he could respect you by 
letting you release the album? 

NEWSTED: We’re getting really close to 
some things we shouldn’t be talking about. I 
would like him to see that this music is truly 
a part of me, like his child is a part of him. 
PLAYBOY: What did James say when you 
told him that you wanted to release the 
album? 

NEWSTED: I won’t go there. We have to 
change the subject. 

HETFIELD: Where would it end? Does he 
start touring with it? Does he sell t-shirts? Is 
it his band? That’s the part I don’t like. It’s 
like cheating on your wife in a way. Married 
to each other. 

PLAYBOY: So what is Jason supposed to do 
during the hiatus? 

HETFIELD: I don’t fucking know. I’m not 
his travel agent. 

HAMMETT: I just hope we can survive this 
in one piece without tearing each other’s 
fucking throats out. 

PLAYBOY: Lars, do you think that Jason 
should be able to release his album? 
ULRICH: I wouldn’t be able to look him in 
the eye and go, “You can’t put that record 
out.” That’s not who I am as a person. 

That’s pretty much all I have to say. I just 
can’t get caught up in these meltdowns. I’ve 
got some issues in my family life, with my 
wife, that are a little more weighty than, like, 
whatever James Hetfield and Jason Newsted 
are bickering over. 

PLAYBOY: What if Jason were to put it out 
anyway? 

HETFIELD: I don’t know. I would 
disappoint me a lot. 

PLAYBOY: How is the record? 

HAMMETT: It’s a great album. 

ULRICH: It’s a nice record, very bluesy, like 
a poppier version of Stevie Ray Vaughan’s 
stuff. 

HETFIELD: It’s respectable. 

HAMMETT: I’ve spoken with Jason for 
hours on end. I’m upset for him. James 
demands loyalty and unity, and I respect 
that, but I don’t think he realizes the 


sequence of events he’s putting into play. 
Jason eats, sleeps and breathes music. I 
think it’s morally wrong to keep someone 
away from what keeps him happy. That 
album will always be available in some 
format—whether it’s on Napster or in stores, 
people are going to hear it. 

PLAYBOY: Wouldn’t it be funny if Jason 
released his album on Napster? 

HAMMETT: It would be fucking ironic 
as shit. 

HETFIELD: I don’t mind being looked at 
as the asshole in the band. Well, within the 
band. As long as the fans think Lars is the 
asshole, that’s fine [laughs]. 

NEWSTED: James is on quite a few records: 
In the South Park movie, when Kenney goes 
to hell, James is singing, and he’s on just 
about every Corrosion of Conformity album. 
That’s a shot at him, but I’m going to keep 
it. I can’t play my shit, but he can go play 
with other people. 

HETFIELD: My name isn’t on those 
records. And I’m not out trying to sell them. 
PLAYBOY: You want loyalty and unity 
in the band, but if you’re too much of 
a dictator, you can end up losing band 
members. We’ve got three words for you: 
Guns n’ Roses. 

HETFIELD: Those are three ugly words 
[laughs] .They were a prime example of egos 
out of hand. We’re definitely not in a Guns 
n’ Roses situation. It would never get like 
that. I’d kill us all before that happened. 
PLAYBOY: It’s three against one here: 
You’re the only one against letting Jason 
release his record. Can this conflict be 
worked out? 

HETFIELD: Some of us are just going to 
have to bend a little. 

PLAYBOY: Or bend over. 

HETFIELD: My back hurts, so it won’t 
be me. 

PLAYBOY: Do all these conflicts actually 
help the band? 

ULRICH: You’ve used the word conflict a 
lot in the last 15 minutes. Ultimately, we 
have a love and respect for each other that 
supersedes the bickering. The key thing 
is, we’re fucking still here. And we’re the 
only ones that are still here. For whatever 
conflicts you keep talking about, we still find 
a way to exist as a working unit, and pretty 
much at the drop of a dime go onstage and 
kick everybody else’s ass. 

PLAYBOY: Is this just the usual tension 
within Metallica, or is it worse now? 
ULRICH: That’s a great question. It’s an 
interesting time to interview the four of 
us separately. You’re hearing people get 
things off their chest—almost using you 
as the middleman. Like, James and Jason 
won’t call each other, so they’re having a 
conversation through you. 

PLAYBOY: You and James haven’t talked, 
either. 

ULRICH: I haven’t spoken to him for a 
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while, that’s true. 

HETFIELD: He hasn’t called me. I’m sure 
he’ll say I haven’t called him. 

ULRICH: It’s a little bit of the rock star 
stubbornness. Like, “He’s not calling, so I’m 
not going to call him. Fuck him.” 
HETFIELD: We both need time away; me 
and that fucking guy have been together 
for 20 years, man. It’s an extreme love-hate 
thing, you know? 

ULRICH: We’ve been in this scenario 
a hundred times before. On the road 
sometimes, we don’t speak to each other for 
a week. Me and James Hetfield are the two 
most opposite people on this planet. 
PLAYBOY: Your wife, Skylar, used to date 
Matt Damon, and he made her the model for 
the female lead in Good Will Hunting. A few 
years ago, Matt described you as “a fucking 
rock star who’s got $80 million and his own 
jet—a bad rock star, too.” 

ULRICH: He said that before we met. And 
he’s apologized about a hundred times. The 
first five times I saw him, he would spend 10 
minutes apologizing profusely. He really is 
a sweetheart. 

PLAYBOY: And you’re an art collector, 
which is an unusual hobby for a metal 
drummer. What schools do you collect? 
ULRICH: Abstract expressionism, the Cobra 
movement, art brut. I own a lot of Basquiat, 
a lot of Dubuffet, a lot of de Kooning. I have 
the best collection of Asger Jorn on this 
planet. I have what is universally considered 
as one of the two greatest Basquiat paintings; 
I spent a year and a half chasing it down. 
Hanging out backstage with Kid Rock is an 
amazing turn-on, no less so than sitting and 


staring at my Dubuffet for an hour with a 
fucking gin and tonic. 

PLAYBOY: Tell us about the summer 1992 
tour with Guns n’ Roses, when a pyrotechnic 
explosion set you on fire during a show in 
Montreal. How bad were the burns? 
HETFIELD: It was down to the bone. My 
hand looked like hamburger. No matter how 
much water you poured on it, the pain came 
back instantly. The most painful part was 
the physical therapy—they would scrape 
off the skin with a tongue depressor. It was 
brutal. I was on pills, too, and it still hurt 


like a motherfucker. 

PLAYBOY: Speaking of pain, do you ever 
get headaches? 

HETFIELD: Are you saying it’s too loud? 

It’s got to be loud. You’re supposed to feel 
it all over. 

PLAYBOY: Metallica toured a lot less than 
usual last year. 

NEWSTED: We did maybe 30 or 40 shows, 
and that’s probably the least we have ever 
done. Metallica usually does from 150 to 250 
shows in a year. 

HAMMETT: I have no qualms about not 
doing yearlong tours anymore. 


ULRICH: Ten years ago, we wanted to 
play as many gigs as possible and have as 
much debaucherous fun as possible. Now, 
playing 200 shows in North Dakota is not 
as stimulating as it used to be. Sometimes 
it’s great being onstage, and other times the 
show themselves become totally mediocre 
and you’re just sort of floating through 
them. The older we get, and the shorter we 
tour, the better we are. 

PLAYBOY: How much longer can the band 
go on, given how physical the music is? 
NEWSTED: It’s limited. People won’t ever 


see me weak, won’t ever see me just standing 
there onstage. When the day comes that I 
cannot perform, I will bow out. That’s it. 
HETFIELD: A gray mullet would look all 
right. 

PLAYBOY: Are there any tricks to writing a 
Metallica song? 

NEWSTED: About 90 percent of Metallica 
songs are in E minor, because of James’ 
vocal range is limited—although he’s 
developed by leaps and bounds. 

PLAYBOY: Any chance Metallica will follow 
the rap-metal direction? 

NEWSTED: No. No rap in Metallica. 


ULRICH: The chances of James Hetfield 
going in a rap direction are probably 
between zero and minus one. 

PLAYBOY: From your perspective as a 
Metallica fan, Jason, it must be interesting to 
see James continue to evolve since “Nothing 
Else Matters.” 

NEWSTED: Where there was darkness 
before, now there’s a lot of light, since James’ 
children entered the picture. The darkness 
will always be there, because of the damage 
done, but there’s a big bright spot now. 
HAMMETT: We can’t sing about flowers 
and happy shiny days, you know? 
PLAYBOY: So, James, will the next batch of 
songs be happy? 

HETFIELD: Yeah, I’ll start writing about 
my house and family and dog. Look, there’s 
always got to be some turmoil to write, and 
now, within the band, there might be some 
pretty good fuel. 

PLAYBOY: On the next record, we can 
expect a song called— 

HETFIELD: Side Project [laughs]. There’s 
always something that’s going to piss 
you off. Something you’d like to change. 
Something that confuses you. All I have to 
do is go to San Francisco for one day—I get 
pissed off enough for a week. 

PLAYBOY: You’re happily married, the 
father of two, you’ve been to therapy. You 
even wrote a love song. Can you still find the 
dark spot? 

HETFIELD: I know it’s there, and how it 
got there. I can visit it and leave again. It’s a 
dark spot you can’t wash off. 

H 


Lars would charm them, talk his way into 
their pants. Kirk had a baby face that was 
appealing to the girls. And Cliff—he had a big 
dick. Word got around about that, I guess. 
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CAN ROCKERS LIVE UP TO THEIR STATUS AS SEXUAL LEGENDS GIVEN THE SHEDLOAD OF 
DRUGS SOME OF THEM PUMP INTO THEIR SYSTEMS? 
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I n the early 2000s, I was in 
a rock band called Los 
Chupacabras. It was a fairly serious 
endeavor, as far as being a struggling 
rocker in Metro Manila went. We 
played twice a week, usually at our 
favorite club called Purple Haze, 
initially located in Marikina then in 
Quezon City when they moved there 
to get more exposure (it’s closed 
now, by the way). We loved to play 
and many of the other bands who 
hung out there became our good 
friends. Since half the members of 
our band were teachers in an all-girl 
Catholic school, one a married 
lawyer, and the other a speechwriter 
for a prominent politico, scandalous 
coitus with rocker chicks was out of 
the question. 

More importantly, there weren’t 
even that many girls to go around 
at all. Not only were almost all the 
rock bands composed of young men, 


almost all the people who actively 
sought out rock and roll bands were 
also male. Some of them would 
bring their girlfriends but, otherwise, 
it was a regular sausage fest. 

Where exactly did the image of 
excess and backstage debauchery 
come from and what has happened 
to it? Though groupies have been 
around since the birth of rock and 
roll (and possibly even music itself), 
the dawn of cock rock was probably 
at fault for bringing the idea into the 
consciousness of the masses. 

COCK ROCK 

In the world of rock, nothing 
is more mythologized than the 
rock-star penis. Chicago-based 
artist Cynthia Plaster Caster gained 
fame in the 1960s for taking plaster 
casts of erect penises attached to 
rock stars (the largest one in her 


collection beingJimi Hendrix’s). 
Speaking of size, it’s hard for a guy 
to watch Tommy Lee steering a boat 
with his gigantic schlong without 
somehow inferring a one-to-one 
correspondence between the ability 
to rock out and penis size. 

This musical obsession with the 
rock god penis reached its apex in 
the 1970s with the coining of the 
term “cock rock” which, according 
to Wikipedia , is “a term, typically 
used derogatively to describe a style 
of rock music that emphasized an 
aggressive form of male sexuality.” 
Roy Shuker, in his book Popular 
Music: the Key Concepts , adds that 
the term emphasizes the aggressive 
expression of male sexuality through 
the use of misogynist lyrics and 
phallic imagery. Arguably, the most 
direct-to-the-point example would 
be Spinal Tap’s classic piano ballad 
“Lick My Love Pump.” 


Unfortunately, cock rock is more 
often associated with its misogynist 
aspect than anything else. The 
prime examples being the Rolling 
Stones’ “Under My Thumb” where 
Jagger sings of a girl who “does just 
what she’s told” and Led Zeppelin’s 
“Dazed and Confused” which 
declares, “(the) soul of a woman was 
created below.” 

Cock rock, however, also brings up 
images of spandex-clad glam-metal 
rockers from the late seventies and 
eighties such as Van Halen, Iron 
Maiden, and Bon Jovi who liked 
sporting the elastic fabric for its 
package accentuating properties. 
Freddie Mercury wore white spandex 
shorts live while Axl Rose preferred 
red for Guns N’ Roses’s Use Your 
Illusion tour in the nineties. 

Of course, the proclivity of cock 
rockers for sex is already the stuff of 
legend. Gene Simmons of KISS is 


said to have had sex with thousands 
of women. So, yes, there was a time 
when all the hot girls wanted to have 
sex with long-haired men who wore 
women’s make-up and had bulging 
crotches. 

Putting it in context, however, 
not all rock stars are cock rockers. 
Grunge blew up in the early-nineties 
and bands associated with the 
genre such as Nirvana and Pearl 
Jam actively rallied against the 
misogynistic and self-aggrandizing 
culture of hair metal. Glam suddenly 
became completely irrelevant. Sex 
with rock stars suddenly became 
something of a joke. This is why 
you don’t really hear the term 
“groupies” thrown around anymore 
(Pamela Des Barres, author of 
the groupie memoir Pm With the 
Band , is almost 63 years old as of 
this writing). This is also why Eddie 
Vedder of Pearl Jam was featured in 
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THERE WAS A TIME WHEN ALL THE HOT GIRLS WANTED 
TO HAVE SEX WITH LONG-HAIRED MEN WHO WORE 
WOMEN'S MAKE-UP AND HAD BULGING CROTCHES. 


THE ROCK STAR LEGEND 

IS NOT COMPLETE WITHOUT THEIR 
CELEBRATED LOVE MAKING SKILLS. Supposed 
we take the phrase “Drugs, Sex, and Alcohol” 
and take a different approach? Yes, drugs 
have often been touted to enhance the sexual 
experience, but before you start experimenting, 
here are some of the more popular drugs and 
their not so enticing side effects: 



HEROIN 

Affects the body's central nervous 
system, immediately making 
the user's skin flushed and very 
sensitive to stimuli. But after the 
initial rush, users would then 
experience a drowsy state referred 
to as "on the nod". Heroin 
reduces sexual responses to both 
male and female. Men can have 
difficulty achieving erections and 
ejaculating, while women produce 
less vaginal lubrication and have 
more difficulty reaching orgasm. 



AMYL NITRATE 
AND BUTYL NITRATE 


Also known as "Poppers", often 
used (and marketed) as sexual 
enhancers, poppers cause a 
feeling of heat and exhilaration 
which, to some, makes sex more 
enjoyable. Experts warn though 
that it can increase the risk of heart 
failure. 


the Sundance Channel program, 
Iconoclasts, while Bret Michaels of 
Poison is still playing a douche on 
Rock of Love Bus: Meet the Girls! 

SEX, DRUGS, AND COCK ROCK 
AND ROLL 

Rock stars are often associated 
with drugs and alcohol. This is not 
on a symbolic level but on an actual 
level, i.e. many rock stars are known 
to drink themselves blind or do 
drugs at way more than recreational 
levels. As family medicine specialist 
Dr. Nathaniel R. Datu, MD, tells us 
that drugs and alcohol “hinders 
the process of nutritive delivery 
of arterial blood and it impedes 
the supply or flow of blood (to the 
penis).” Low blood flow = no hard- 
on = no happy. 

So how is it possible to be known 
for your alcoholism and your sexual 


prowess at the same time? Given the 
erection-killing effects of smoking, 
drinking and drugs, can the cock 
rocker really live up to his reputation 
on some reasonable level? 

Here in the Philippines, this may 
be more of a hypothetical question 
than anything. Even the biggest rock 
act to ever come out of these islands, 
the Juan de via Cruz Band, was never 
known to have engaged in the same 
level of scandalous excess as, say, 
Motley Criie. 

Perhaps an exception would be 
Juan dela Cruz member and Pinoy 
Rock icon Pepe Smith. Pepe Smith 
now does commercial modeling for 
a clothing line, endorses a certain 
beer brand that associates itself 
with heavy metal musicians, and 
occasionally does gigs to the delight 
of multitudes of fans of Pinoy rock. 
But I never really knew of Pepe 
Smith until he was released from 


jail after being acquitted for drug¬ 
trafficking charges in the nineties. 
So I guess there was a time when 
he was into drugs; maybe I should 
ask him. 

Or maybe the more sensible 
question is, do women really enjoy 
having sex with drunken, drug- 
addled rock stars? 

I remember having beers one 
evening with my band mates and 
other musicians, all men, outside 
Purple Haze, above the din of the 
cars rushing along Tomas Morato. 
What happened to the promise 
of sex, drugs and rock and roll, I 
flippantly asked my friends. 

Before someone could answer, the 
bouncer, a soft-spoken man with 
huge muscles, told us it was our 
turn to play. 

B 



COCAINE 

Often referred to as "coke", 
Cocaine mimics the effect of a 
naturally occurring hormone called 
dopamine, which is released 
when we are happy or elated. 
Light usage often leads to erectile 
dysfunction and sometimes 
Priapism (a painful medical 
condition wherein an erect penis 
does not return to its flaccid state). 



MARIJUANA 

This drug causes excitement, 
euphoria and increases the user's 
heart rate. This initially enhances 
the sensory effects of sex, but after 
half an hour can have a sedative 
effect. This means impairment to 
one's motor skills and interferes 
with the user's sexual desire. 


WRITTEN BY JOHN PAUL LACAP 
iai[l]HKlllJ;«ia http:/ / en.wikipedia.orglwiki / 
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"I enjoy 
having the 
power to 
beat men." 

If you have a fetish for cars and beautiful 
women, then you’re up for a wild ride this 
month. Our Asian Beauty for the month 
of September does not only love cars, she 
has made a living out of them. Arlene tells 
PLAYBOY that she always has this urge to do 
things that men say she can’t. “That’s how I 
found myself in the car business,” she shares. 

“I enjoy having the power to beat men,” this 
coming from a woman who has eyes that have 
captivated men, both young and old.” 

Arlene drives an SUV and dreams of 
zipping through the streets of the metro in 
a Lamborghini soon. Her fascination with 
cars has us at PLAYBOY curious. We have to 
ask if her fetish for cars extends to driving to 
naughtier territory. She proudly tells us that 
using her bathtub is what puts her in the 
mood. “I guess that’s how special my cars are 
to me and that’s how much I enjoy my tub.” 

The belle for this month also shares that 
confidence is one of the definite keys that she 
and other Asian women have. 

So whether you’re turned on by women 
driving hot cars or by women who are happily 
independent, this real-life Fast and the Furious 
lady has got it all in check. 
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WE CELEBRATE WOMEN 



COME TO OUR CASTING CALLS 

EVERY FRIDAY, 1 PM. ONWARDS 

2502-C WEST TOWER, PHILIPPINE STOCK EXCHANGE CENTER, ORTIGAS CENTER, 

PASIG CITY 

NAWw.playboyph.com 
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MARIA CAFRA 

INTERVIEW BY KRIS LANOT LACABA PHOTOGRAPHY BY RAYMOND SALDANA 


WHEN MARIA CAFRA BURST INTO THE PINOY ROCK MUSIC SCENE, THEY WERE 
PRACTICALLY AN INSTANT HIT AFTER CHANGING THE BAND'S NAME FROM THE 
PSYCLONES, THE BAND BEGAN SERVING UP ITS BRAND OF PSYCHEDELIC ROCK 
INFUSED WITH A PINOY SENSIBILITY. VERY SOON THEIR HIT SONGS—SUCH AS 
"KUMUSTA MGA KAIBIGAN," "BUHAY GAPO ," "PANGAKO," "COOL KA LANG, 
PARE" AND "ESTRANGHERO"—WERE HEARD ALL OVER THE RADIO. BUT WITH ROLLY 
AVERILLA'S POUNDING DRUMBEATS, JUN FABUNAN'S SUBLIME BASS LICKS, AND 
RESTY FABUNAN'S HOWLING VOCALS AND VIVID GUITAR SOLOS, TRUE ELECTRICITY 
WAS EXPERIENCED BY THOSE WHO HEARD THE BAND PLAY LIVE. 
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% 20 QUESTIONS 


Just as suddenly as they hit the 
scene, Resty Fahunan, decided to 
call it quits in 1986, effectively 
breaking up the hand when he 
did so. Then tragedy hit whenjun 
Fahunan suffered a heart attack 
right after a jamming session in 
2001. 

The much awaited reunion of Resty 
Fahunan and Roily Averilla was partly sparked 
by Dennis Fahunan, who would take his father 
Jun Fahunan’s place as Maria Cafra’s bass 
guitarist. (Dennis is himself an accomplished 
bassist having played for a time with punk 
stalwarts the Wuds). Dennis would text and 
call, trying to convince his uncle Resty that the 
time for a Maria Cafra reunion was ripe. On 
the night of the scheduled reunion concert in 
Paranaque on September 25,2009, Typhoon 
Ondoy wreaked havoc on much of Luzon—the 
performance had to be cancelled. 

Now, Maria Cafra is back. They still drive 
live audiences wild. The difference now, Resty 
observes, is that the fans are less doped up and 
are more likely to pay closer attention to the 
music. But Maria Cafra is definitely back and 
rocking as hard as ever, asking the listeners 
once again, “Kumusta mga kaibigan?” 


\£g,l. HOW WAS MARIA CAFRA 
FORMED? HOW DID JUN AND RESTY 
FABUNAN MEET ROLLY AVERILLA? 

Resty Fabunan: We used to be called the 
Cyclones, later the Psyclones 
Roily Averilla: Spelled with P-S-Y, like 
“psychedelic.” 

Resty: The original Cyclones disbanded since 
some members didn’t want to play acid rock 
anymore, so I decided to form a new band. 

At that time, Juan de la Cruz released their 


compositions and disc jockey Dante “Howling 
Dave” David asked me if I had a demo tape. He 
said he would air it on RJFM radio for record 
companies to hear. So, we recorded a demo and 
we changed our name to Maria Cafra. 

Roily had just arrived from Vietnam at the time 
I was looking for a drummer. Then a mutual 
friend introduced us. 


a 


*2. HOW DID YOU COME UP WITH 
THE NAME OF THE BAND? 


Resty: My brother Jun and I were into 
hunting. Once I saw this bird hopping from 
branch to branch. It was cute and fluffy. I asked 
my brother what kind of bird it was and he 
said it was the maria cafra. I liked the name so 
when we were choosing a name for the band, 
we agreed to use it. We all thought the band 
name should sound Filipino. 


a. 


WHO WERE YOUR MUSICAL 
INFLUENCES? WHO INFLUENCED YOUR 
SONGWRITING? 


Resty: The Beatles were an early influence. 
When we were still the Cyclones, we were 
known as “the Beatles of Olongapo.” We even 
had Sgt. Pepper uniforms made for us for 
gigs. We only played Beatles songs. When Eric 
Clapton and Jimi Hendrix came, our lives 
changed and we broke up as a band. Though 
I was influenced by the Beatles at first, it was 
Clapton and Hendrix who influenced me when 
it came to rock and roll. Especially Hendrix, 
whom I idolized. 

With writing, we have a desire to come up 
with our own compositions. You can’t copy 
music for the rest of your life, we keep telling 
ourselves. I think it’s in our blood. My lyrics 


are very Filipino. Writing is natural for me 
especially when I am inspired. 


ft 


*4. IN PREVIOUS INTERVIEWS, 
YOU’VE MENTIONED THAT YOU 
NEEDED TO HAVE A DRINK BEFORE 
YOU PLAY. WHY DO YOU PREFER TO 
PLAY LOADED? 


Resty: I really drink before performances. 
Sometimes, though, I drink too much and I 
couldn’t play [Laughs] Maybe this time, I’ll 
drink less. I only drink beer, not hard drinks, 
because I tend to drink too much liqueur. 
Roily Averilla: I don’t really drink. Back 
then I just acted drunk. Jun and I would 
be sober for concerts. I remember our 
performances at the Araneta Coliseum at the 
height of rock’s popularity, we all looked and 
acted stoned. The hippies were wowed and 
whenever I hit the cymbals like this they all 
said, “man, they’re so high!” Now, I just drink 
to give me a little confidence. 


LIKE JOHNNY CASH, SIR PAUL 
MCCARTNEY, AND PEPE SMITH, 

SOME OF YOU SPENT SOME TIME IN 
JAIL. HOW DID YOU GET ARRESTED? 

Roily: I remember being brought to Camp 
Crame, but it was Resty they wanted. I was 
interviewed for a statement. “Did he take 
drugs?” “No, sir, Resty never touched the stuff. 
He’s a very good boy,” and all that. Then the 
officer gave me this typewritten sheet. “Sign 
this,” he said, “Don’t read it, just sign it!” Then 
he placed his .45 on the table. I was scared so 
I signed the sheet and they released me. Then 
in court my “statement” was read to me. I was 
supposed to have said that Resty was using all 


sorts of drugs. But it wasn’t true. I never said 
such things. 

Resty: At the time, we had decided to play at 
a different night club. The club owner wasn’t 
too pleased with the idea since that meant he 
would be losing his customers. The club owner 
was influential at Crame. 

We were taking a break between sets at the 
old club. We were told that the boss was looking 
for us. When we entered his office, there were 
these guys who were searching our clothes. 

They took us to Crame where they said they 
found drugs, a knife, and amphetamines. 
During the trial, the judge asked how can so 
many kilos of amphetamine fit in my pocket? It 
was impossible so we were acquitted. 


a 


5 , 6 . WHAT WAS THE EXPERIENCE IN 
JAIL LIKE? WHAT DID YOU DO BEHIND 
BARS? HOW DID YOUR EXPERIENCE IN 
JAIL CHANGE YOU? 


Resty: Right, I wrote “Tala sa Umaga” behind 
bars... I had a guitar which only had one 
string on it, G. So, I began writing “Tala sa 
Umaga,” I finished it when I got out. 

Many people who are jailed come out 
changed. In jail, people have time for 
contemplation. They mature. When I came 
out, I took less drugs. Well, I was never really 
an addict. I was merely trying all sorts of 
substances. When I got out, I got married, got 
tired of the lifestyle-girls and gigs. So, I took 
some time off. 


ft 


UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES 
DID YOU WRITE “KUMUSTA MGA 
KAIBIGAN”? 


Resty: When I came out from the jail, I missed 
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my friends and the fans. I was inspired so I 
wrote “Kumusta mga Kaibigan.” As the song 
says, I was wondering how everyone was doing. 


tt, 


CAN YOU TELL ME ABOUT 
MARIA CAFRA’S LAST PERFORMANCE 
TOGETHER (BEFORE YOUR 
COMEBACK)? 


Resty: We were backstage with Florante, 
Freddie Aguilar, and other bands. The stage 
on the football field collapsed when one of 
the bands started performing. There was a 
stampede. We heard somebody got killed, too. 
After that they tried to ban rock concerts at 
the venue. 


on our business. I was basically going straight. 
I was selling charcoal and mangoes, I even 
went as far as Baguio to get vegetables and sell 
them. That was it. I didn’t really don’t want it 
anymore. 


Q. 


MO. AFTER THE BAND BROKE 
UP, ITS MEMBERS WENT THEIR 
SEPARATE WAYS. ORIGINAL BASSIST 
JUN FABUNAN AND DRUMMER ROLLY 
CONTINUED TO PLAY WITH THEIR 
RESPECTIVE GROUPS, WHILE RESTY 
FABUNAN WENT INTO BUSINESS. IN 
ONE GIG IN 2001, JUN FABUNAN HAD 
JUST FINISHED PLAYING WHEN HE 
COLLAPSED. WHAT HAPPENED? 


Md). MARIA CAFRA’S DISAPPEARANCE 
FROM THE MUSIC SCENE WAS RATHER 
SUDDEN. WHAT HAPPENED? 

Resty: I started feeling frustrated after 1986, 

I felt like Pinoy rock was going nowhere. Not 
even one radio station was playing rock. So 
I went back to Gapo, I went back playing in 
clubs, and my wife and I decided to just focus 


Dennis Fabunan: That night, I came from 
work in Alabang. I don’t usually go to my 
father’s gigs. I usually prefer to rest right after 
work. That time, I decided to go to his gig 
in Quezon City. I remember, when I got off 
the jeepney, he was there outside the bar to 
welcome me. I was ranting because I had to 
walk a long way. He then brought me to the 
band room and introduced me as his son to 
everyone. He went onstage then, and after two 


songs, he put down his guitar. He even smiled, 
then he went back to the band room where he 
collapsed. That was it. The last time I saw my 
father alive. 


q, 


\ 11. WHAT HAPPENED ON YOUR 
COMEBACK PERFORMANCE IN 2009? 


Resty: We were supposed to perform in 19 East 
Bar and Grill in Paranaque for our comeback. 
Although it had been raining the entire day we 
weren’t really worried, we were practicing at 
home and taking it easy. We learned that the 
gig was postponed and, wow, that’s when we 
realized that it outside it was like the world was 
ending. It was crazy how our comeback would 
be the same day as Ondoy! 

RJ Jacinto heard about what happened 
and he arranged for us to play at RJ Bistro in 
Makati. The crowd went crazy, taking pictures 
here and there and I can’t believe they missed 
us that much. I really can’t believe that. We 
played for the benefit of Ondoy victims. 


q, 


*12. WHAT WOULD CAUSE YOU TO 
QUIT AGAIN? 



liii[lHll>Hll|;«ai http:/ / mstalgiamanila.blogspot.com 


Resty: I was laying low but everyone else was 
playing. I wouldn’t think of quitting again. I 
dedicated my life to music. Music has made me 
what I am, I have lost a lot because of music, 
and music will help me get back on my feet. 


ft, 


*13. WHAT DO YOU EXPECT 
TO HAPPEN WITH MARIA CAFRA’S 
COMEBACK? WHAT WOULD YOU 
CONSIDER A SUCCESSFUL/FAILED 
COMEBACK? 


Resty: Well, all I want is to go back to playing. 
I don’t expect we’ll be big again. Wherever 
this takes me, whatever happens, that’s where 
we’ll be. 
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WHEN I CAME OUT ' 
FROM THE JAIL, I 
MISSED MY FRIENDS 
AND THE FANS. I WAS 
INSPIRED SO I WROTE 
"KUMUSTA MGA 
KAIBIGAN." AS THE SONG 
SAYS, I WAS WONDERING 
HOW EVERYONE WAS ■ 
DOING. 


Q, 


*14. WOULD YOU EVER TIRE OF 
PLAYING “KUMUSTA MGA KAIBIGAN ”? 


Resty: I don’t think so. That song made the 
band famous. Even today, when we play that 
song, the music comes alive. 


Q, 


*15. WHAT MAKES MARIA CAFRA 
DIFFERENT? 



WHAT MAKES A WOMAN SEXY? 


Roily: The word sexy refers the shape of the 
body, but she has to be dignified as well. 
Resty: It’s not only the hot body, sexiness 
comes from the way a woman speaks. You can 
spot a sexy girl anywhere but if you hear her 
talk in a nasty way, then she would lose it. It’s 
with the way she acts, how neat she is, and the 
way she moves, that’s sexy. 


Resty: Our style would differentiate us from 
other bands. When we play onstage, there’s 
a lot of action. We really play around. I like 
talking to the audience. Other bands might be 
better looking, sure, but we have more money. 
[Laughs] 


ft, 


*18. WHO ARE THE SEXIEST 
WOMEN IN ROCK? 


Roily: I don’t know about rock. Sexiest, I’d 
have to say Rosanna Roces. 


a. 


*16. ROLLY, YOU LOOK SO 
NORMAL. ARE YOU REALLY A ROCKER? 


ft, 


*19. WHAT WAS THE CRAZIEST 
THING YOU’VE DONE IN YOUR LIFE? 


Roily: Haha, I am really a rocker. Even before 
I started in Maria Cafra. I went to different 
countries, making small band groups and we 
were only playing rock. 

Resty: Yeah, you don’t have to take drugs or 
you be drunk all the time for you to be a rocker, 
as long as you dig the music, you are a rocker. 


Resty: Wild?! I’ve done so many wild things in 
my life! Well, there was that time when we were 
at the Folk Arts Theater, you know how huge 
that stage is there, I lit my guitar cordon then I 
ran across the stage! 

There were a lot of girls too, but we were not 
that crazy over it. When I start liking someone, 
then that’s it. She just has to stay beside me. 


Roily: I had a lot of girls back then. I think 
that’s how I lost all my teeth. Up to now, when 
I go to a provincial engagement, I wonder if 
someone will come up to me claiming to be 
my kid. 


a 


i*20. WHY PLAYBOY? WHY DID 
YOU ALLOW YOURSELF TO BE 
INTERVIEWED BY PLAYBOY? 

Resty: I agreed on one condition, that you 


don’t make me wear thongs! 

Roily: I remember whenever I would go 
abroad, I would always buy a copy of PLAYBOY 
magazine. So I looked for a thong, PLAYBOY 
might want a picture of me wearing that. 
Maybe you thought Maria Cafra was an all-girl 
band! 


O 
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FEATURE 


THE SCIENCE BEHIND 


ATTRACTION 


From a scientific point of view, musical 
ability seems to be a conundrum, something 
that doesn’t have any survival value, sort 
of a human version of a peacock’s tail. We 
assume that women would prefer men with 
qualities that indicate good genes that can 
be passed on to her children or those that 
show he can look after a family. If that’s 
the case, shouldn’t a male accountant or 
molecular physicist have the same appeal? 

There are two theories that supposedly 
explain why male musicians are more 
attractive; one is of creativity and another 
of physiology. According to Geoffrey Miller 
of the University of New Mexico (author 
of The Mating Mind ), “through the mists 
of evolutionary time, those of our male 
ancestors who were a bit more witty, could 
daub a bison on the cave wall or perhaps 
hum a nice tune got more mates, and over 
time creative abilities evolved as the men 
who were most artistic or musical had more 
children. The initial preference for creativity 
could have come from the fact that only a 


high-quality man could have the time to 
spend on creating great music - the rest 
would be too busy just surviving to think 
about knocking out a hit single.” 

Another explanation is by John Manning 
of University of Central Lancashire. He 
thinks “musical ability is an advertisement 
of male health and fertility. High testosterone 
exposure during gestation promotes the 
development of parts of the right side of the 
brain where musical ability resides. In short, 
men who make lots of good music make 
lots of sperm.” 


MSI WOMEN 



REALLY THINK 


Ask a woman what makes male musicians 
sexy and get ready to get an earful. First, 
there’s the voice. With most bands, it’s 
usually the vocalists that gets the most 
attention, with good reason. A passionate 
singing voice seems to evoke some of the 
most primeval emotional instincts on 
women. It doesn’t matter if it’s an electric 
scream fest like Steven Tyler, cool and 
calculated like Michael Buble, or a soft 
and almost feminine falsetto like Prince or 
Michael Jackson, once they get to exercise 


those golden vocal chords, women all over 
stop, look, listen, and adore. 

Then, there’s the instrument. Remember 
back in high school when all the girls were 
pining for the drummer? It doesn’t matter if 
he looked half simian; the girls’ heartbeats 
seemed to be beating at the same frequency 
as the hands hammering those drums. Or 
how about that lead guitarist, the sensitive 
finger work coupled with delicate and 
sometimes vigorous strumming often leaves 
women mesmerized with awe. 

When it comes to edge though, rock 
stars still seems to have the upper hand as 
compared to their counterparts from other 
music genres. There’s something about 
rock that gives men a bad ass vibe that 
women, for some reason, long for. It might 
be the compelling lyrics, the long drawn 
and oftentimes complicated guitar solos, 
the head banging beat of the drums, or the 
whole combination that attacks women’s 
senses and engages a plethora of emotions 
that even they themselves could not explain. 


EE^EEHkppeal 


Women could not resist an alpha male 
with a high level of self confidence. It 


takes a lot of courage to go up the stage 
and perform, so confidence is definitely 
something that male musicians have in 
excess. Just don’t screw things up by being 
a total amateur. Remember, there’s a fine 
line between cockiness and confidence. You 
could easily offend as many women by being 
all too abrupt. 

Also, try to look the part! We’re not talking 
about a full leather outfit, or going all out 
and putting face paint ala-KISS. Gone are 
the days of sloppily dressed musicians. 
Today’s music artists are at the forefront of 
fashion, even launching their own brands 
(50 Cent, Jay-Z). As they say, “you are what 
you wear” and musicians know how to 
package themselves to get noticed. Heck, 
even Jon Bon Jovi got a haircut! 

So there it is, we may have yet to prove 
Gene Simmons’s claim, but we can at least 
confirm that women welcomed him not just 
with open arms, but also, with open legs. 

If that is not reason enough for you to go 
practice singing, or pickup and master a 
musical instrument, we can always convince 
you with Justin Beiber. Go ahead and laugh 
for thinking it’s ridiculous, but when was the 
last time a mob of delirious girls screamed 
their lungs out for you? 

H 


"LUTHER VAN DROSS IS A BIG KENTUCKY FRIED CHICKEN EATING MOTH ERF**KER. 

BUT HE PUT THAT SHIT UP LIKE 'BABY AAAHHHLALA', AND WOMEN GO 'AHHHH!'" THIS IS ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS LINES 
FROM EDDIE MURPHY'S EARLY STAND UP'S ENTITLED "DELIRIOUS". IF BEING MUSICALLY INCLINED MAKES WOMEN FORGO 
SOME OF THE MORE OBVIOUS SHORTCOMINGS IN MEN, WHAT ELSE IF THEY ARE THE TOTAL PACKAGE? HERE ARE JUST SOME 
PRIME EXAMPLES OF MEN WHO ARE AHEAD OF THE PACK: 


laiflHlMWJflia http:/ / www.luthervandross.com 



JOHN MAYER 


Usher Terry Raymond IV is a renaissance 
man, not only can he sing a mean tune, 
the guy's got the sexy moves and swag to 
boot! He has transformed women from all 
over to prefer their cake chocolate, and 
probably eat it too! 

laiflHlMHIJima http:/ / www.ushernow.com 
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This guy is every definition of o modern day Casanova. He can sing, does 
graphic design, and reportedly posseses a pretty good sense of humour. It's 
not just the guitar he caresses (trust me, women would do everything to be that 
guitar), it includes a number of A-List Hollywood stars. Not convinced? Go 
ask Jennifer Love Hewitt, Jessica Simpson, Minko Kelly, Jennifer Anniston, and 
more controversially, Taylor Swift. Now is that a list or what!? 

laUlHlKllllima http://www.johnmayer.com 


PEOPLE Magazine once featured him os the 
Sexiest Rock star in the world bock 1998. Yes, 
it might've been o long time ago but look at the 
guy, it seems he has not aged since! McGrath 
might look every bit like a rock star, with tattoos, 
highly styled platinum blond hair, and a toned 
muscular body. But he is totally devoid of all 
the complicated drama that comes with rock 
stars. Remember the term "sex, drugs, and rock 
and roll"? Well, this guy only has the rock and 
roll port. Now father to twins with his fiance' of 
16 years, this guy seems to posses the overall 
musician's package that women would like to 
take home and introduce to mama! 

laUlHlKllIJima http;/ / en.wikipedm.org/wiki/ 
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FICTION 


THE FAMILY 

Written by Khavn Dela Cruz 
Illustration by Rave Apilado 


t. INT. HOUSE - EVENING 
Father 

He comes home from work. 
Operations manager in a 
garment factory, kong sleeves 
and a tie. He is smiling. He 
kisses his commonly beautiful 
wife, daughter, and son 
watching a Hollywood action 
movie. Bang! shouts the gun, 
and a boy sleeps forever. He 
wants to kiss the baby, but 
stops at the crib, afraid of 
small screams. He changes 
clothes, Chinese pajamas on 
a summer night. But wait, He 
is smiling, why? Coz he did a 
good job. Not at the everyday, 
same thing factory. Walking 
home he saw a man who looks 
like himself. With the same 
cut of beard, the same tired 
eyes, the same tapping right 
feet. The guy didn't see him. 
He was too busy waiting for 
a taxi. There are no more 
regular taxis, all breathe 
of air condition. He hates 
the smell of freon. He has an 
oversensitive nose, and he 
is blind to death. And deaf. 
Father's knife is as silent as 
cyanide. But messy. His family 
doesn't see the blood on his 
hands coz he has washed them 
with soap in a fast food C.R. 
He is smiling. He carries this 
smile to his sleep. Aware this 
is not enough to fight with 
shadows, nightmares one tries 
to forget in the morning. 

Mother 

She doubts her husband. 

She feels he has a sexy 
young girlfriend. Women, 
she believes, have highly 
developed intuition. 

Especially if they've got 
nothing to do. The cards 


and all the other oracles say 
there's another woman. And 
she dreams of her husband 
fucking another woman while 
she watches and cries. And 
the man leaves with the other 
girl while she stays, tears 
turning into inedible salt. 

She makes a doll out of clay. 
She bought different colors 
of clay last week. She uses 
black. Outside there are still 
no stars. But she doesn't see 
nor care, the night reflecting 
her heart. Old needles soaked 
in vinegar, sew with darkness 
as thread. She hates her lover. 
She hates his lover. Before, 
she was his lover, and hating 
herself wasn't new. Maybe she 
got bored and willed the whole 
thing. A new object of anger. 
Anger is the easiest emotion. 
The heaviest karma to pay. But 
in these times you don't think 
of karma and fate anymore. 

You just live by the moment. 
Nowadays, you just please 
yourself. 

Son 

He can relate with the boy 
killed on TV. He believes he 
is a victim. Of everything. 

Of circumstance. Of culture. 

Of science. Of religion. Of 
politics. Of school. Of family. 
He sees himself as a Good Man, 
blinded by the folly of others, 
with a knapsack on his back, 
full of errors. He is just 
waiting for the last ferocious 
tiger to pounce at him. He is 
a poet. Poetry is his daily 
bread. Too bad there's no money 
in it like what everybody says. 
All he writes are love poems. 
Mushy as mushrooms. 



Spelling 

Dove is dove 
without an t 
but with a D 
like devil 
like dog 
which is God 
spelled backwards 

Dove is lore 
without the V 
which is a neck 
of a shirt 

which is about stories 
that I don't want 
to talk about 

Dove is live 
without the 0 
or is it zero 
nada nothing none 
you put the I 
and I live 

If to love 

is without the self, 
is to kill the ego, 

I don't want to love you 
no more 
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Daughter 

She kisses Daddy dear. He 
doesn't see his child like the 
man he killed a while ago. 

He doesn't see his baby is 
pregnant. Three months. Who is 
the father? She believes it is 
God. She believes she is Mary, 
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the next virgin mother. She 
will carry Christ in His second 
coming. But she was raped when 
she was twelve hy her uncle. 

Her first boyfriend forced 
her in a cheap motel. But it 
is Cod! She will tell you if 
only she has the guts to tell 
anyone of her conception. Who 
is the father? Is the father 
the father? One evening, after 


is asleep. In his dreams he 
is raped by two old people he 
doesn't know. He slices them 
with a razor blade. But they 
don’t die, yellow liquid just 
comes out of their cut veins. 
The baby pisses. It feels like 
a victim, like the brother. But 
it cannot write love poetry yet 
to release the anger. So it 
just cries and cries and cries 


the girl was pregnant in the 
first place, or just plain crazy. 

Son 

An angel appeared in one of his 
dreams. Its name is Rophiel, the 
angel of love poetry. Rophiel 
recited to him a love poem to be 
published in Star. He cries. His 
emotions are so stirred up that 
he forgets half of it. 
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a day’s work in the factory 
(and no stranger victim), he 
noticed his child’s smooth 
legs and became hungry. Who 
is the father? Is the brother 
the father? One day, after 
a day’s work in school (and 
no love poem from the Muse), 
he noticed his sister’s firm 
breasts and became hungry. 

Who is the father? Maybe Cod 
transformed into a swan or into 
a bull and did it with her. 
Maybe an elemental lured her 
to bed. Dike a water elemental 
that will drown you in semen. A 
fire elemental that will burn 
you with lust. Air-blow you, 
earth-bury you. Will we ever 
know until she gives birth to a 
frog? 

Baby 

The baby feels the father’s 
presence even if there was no 
kiss. Yet it cries afterwards. 
Its hunger awakened. In their 
past lives, father was baby 
and the baby was mother. She 
gave the child away to an old 
couple. The couple turned out 
to be pedophiles. But it was 
too late. The baby tries to 
forget all this information. 

It cries to erase the memory. 
Nobody hears the baby, coz the 
TV is so loud, and the mother 
is in the C.R., taking a shit. 
Only the father hears, yet 


then stops suddenly. The baby 
eats its fingers for dinner. 

2. INT. HOUSE - MORNINC 
Baby 

The baby wakes up. Its fingers 
are gone. From this day onwards 
it will not cry any more. It 
sees crying as a tiring act of 
futility. 

Daughter 

She had a beautiful dream. Of 
Cod making love with her. How 
does Cod look like? Cod looks 
like Richard Comez. She wakes 
up on the right side of the 
bed, the left. She feels like 
a thorn was removed from her 
womb. She screams. The first 
scream of the morning. Her 
child is gone. Her stomach 
feels like a popped balloon, 
like a flat tire. Where did 
it go? The elementals took 
it to their kingdom. It just 
takes three months for them to 
incubate a baby. Where did it 
go? Cod took it while she was 
fucking Richard Comez. Where 
did it go? It was aborted while 
she was asleep. A doctor came 
in the middle of the night, 
called by her brother or 
father. Where did it go? Her 
sibling baby ate it while she 
was snoring and couldn’t hear a 
thing. Where did it go? Nobody 
knows. Nobody’s even sure if 


The author of "the Family" has won for his poetry andfictlon in the toon 
carios tPalanca Memorial Awards. His books include uiltravlollns, a book of 
postmodern stories In Filipino. He has served as jury member of International 
festivals, such as the 'Berllnale and clermont-Ferrand, and Is thefestlval 
director of .MOV international Film, Music, and Literature Festival, toe la 
cmz Is an award-winning pianist, songwriter, and composer, who plays as a 
member of vlgo which he describes as a "post-rock, post kandlman sextet." _ 


Dove 


I don’t remember 
why 

only how 

I don’t remember 

when 

where 

only what 


I don’t remember 


Useless fragments, muttered ini. 
his mind. But it is so full of 
emotion and truth, things a r 
victim are deprived of. Am I a 
victim still? Shall I write love 
poems still? 



Mother 

She lights a white candle to 
clean her aura. She is still 
jealous of her husbandry She looks 
at the sleeping bastard. She 
loves him, she .has no inkling 
why. She lights a pink can 
him, the color of love, t 
forgotten word. She- will clean 
the house, cook food, take care, 
of everything while her jausband 
fucks her sagging old mistress 
It's fine. ’ ^ 

Father 

He wakes up late. He ru; 
work. On his way his car x& 
bumped by a new BMW. He becomes 
angry. But he approaches the 
owner-driver of the other car 
smiling. The guy is waiting for 
him. With a .45. BANC! shouted 
the gun, and a boy sleeps 
forever. 
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They say little girls imagine their future weddings, the 

DATE, SETTING, DRESS, AND OF COURSE, THEIR GROOM. BUT WOULD 

Crys talJTa rris have ever imagined that hers, at one point, 
WOU^ffl^THE 85-YEAR OLD PLAYBOY FOUNDER HUGH HEFNER? 
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"After much deep 

REFLECTION AND THOUGHT 

I HAVE DECIDED TO END MY ENGAGEMENT 
WITH HEF. I HAVE THE UTMOST RESPECT FOR HEF 
AND WISH HIM THE BEST GOING FORWARD. I HOPE 
THE MEDIA WILL GIVE EACH OF US THE PRIVACY WE 
DESERVE DURING THIS TIME." 


Crystal Harris might be a new name to us here, 
but this 25-year-old stunner has been recently 
making the rounds of entertainment news 
broadcasts and tabloids due to the recent break¬ 
up of her wedding to the one and only Hef. Five 
days before they tied the knot, Crystal posted this 
on her website: “After much deep reflection and 
thought I have decided to end my engagement 
with Hef. I have the utmost respect for Hef and 
wish him the best going forward. I hope the 
media will give each of us the privacy we deserve 
during this time.” 

According to her website (www.crystalharris. 
com) Crystal was born in San Diego, California, 
to British parents. Together with her family, she 
moved back to England before finally settling in 
San Diego when she was seven years old. Don’t 
think that her awesome body’s just for posing. 
She’s got a good brain to boot. A Psychology 
major from San Diego State Univesity, she is also 
a licensed real estate agent. Now who wouldn’t 
want her for a broker? Imagine being showed 
around some prime real estate by an equally 
prime woman! 

The striking blonde began her stay at the 
PLAYBOY Mansion a few weeks after she met Hef 
at a Halloween Party in 2008. The rest, as they 
say, is history! In 2009, Crystal made her debut 
on the sixth season of E!’s mega hit, The Girls 
Next Door ; cementing her status as one of the 
most sought after PLAYBOY Playmates, sharing 
top billing with fellow vivacious bombshells 
Holly Madison, Bridget Marquardt, and Kendra 
Wilkinson-Baskett. Her smouldering stare and 


exceptional presence made her stand up amidst 
the show’s sea of platinum blondes. 

Crystal’s recent notoriety came after the 
cancellation of her wedding. She and Hef got 
engaged in December of last year. An article ran 
in Eonline.com citing her interview with Ryan 
Seacrest has justified the reason behind the 
change of heart. “For a while I’ve been having 
second thoughts about everything. I haven’t 
really been at peace with myself lately. I didn’t 
think it was really fair to him,” she told On Air 
With Ryan Seacrest , “It was all happening too 
fast for me. Was this what I wanted?” 

In any case, Crystal seems to be riding 
high from her recent celebrity. She was seen 
provocatively posing with The Hills star Heidi 
Montag at a pool party in Las Vegas on the 
supposed date of her marriage, fuelling false 
rumours that everything was a publicity stunt on 
behalf of PLAYBOY. Publicity or not, every chance 
that Crystal gets to flaunt that sexy bikini body 
of hers is no lost cause to every warm-blooded 
male out there! 

If you’re thinking of snagging up beautiful 
Crystal as her possible next groom, then you 
better shape-up! This woman loves to be active; 
she runs, hikes, and swims on a regular basis. 
And you have to brush up on your dancing 
skills as well! You don’t want to be caught 
rhythmically challenged as Crystal is now a 
professional recording artist and has been 
working on her dance album under Organica 
Music Group (subdivision of Universal). 
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“I didn’t 

THINK IT WAS 
REALLY FAIR 

TO HIM,” SHE TOLD 
On Air With Ryan Seacrest, 
“It was all happening too 

FAST FOR ME. 


Her single “Club Queen” is currently available for 
download at the iHines store. Her musical inclination was 
inspired by her father who was a professional singer. She 
also plans to record and produce some of his unpublished 
music. She’s also a staunch animal-rights supporter and 
loves spending time with her dog, Charlie. Now aren’t those 
such sweet admirable traits? 

Hugh Hefner might have had his chance with her, 
but this is one enthralling Playmate who seems to be 
taking her time as of the moment. Young, beautiful, and 
intelligent, she has more than enough goods for a new 
groom. Besides, the longer she stays single, the better for 
the rest of us! 


H 
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V PLAYMATE 
UPDATE 


YOUR REGULAR DOSE OF FUN, SMART, AND SEXY PLAYMATES SERVED HOT TO YOU AS PROMISED. 


Playmate Echo visits the 7th Wonder of the World: Angkor Wat, Cambodia 



Early morning at dawn is the most popular 
time to view these monuments. You’ll surely 
remember the moment the sun rises majestically 
over the five towers as the sky transforms into 
shades of orange, red, blue and yellow As evening 
approaches, either of the North or South ponds are 
the preferred vantage points to witness the five towers 
bathed in the warm colors of the setting sun. 

Angkor Wat is located about 6km north of 
Siem Reap, it is surrounded by a moat 190 metres 
wide and an exterior wall measuring 1,300 metres 
by 1,500 metres. The bas-relief on the Southeast 
wall of Angkor Wat are representations of heaven 
and hell, mythological battles, and sculptures 



I should say that among all the temple ruins I’ve ever seen, 
Angkor Wat is absolutely the most amazing. This is one of the 
reasons why I’ve always wanted to travel to Cambodia. The temples 
of Angkor, built by the Khmer civilization between 802 and 1 220 
AD, represent one of humankind’s most astonishing and enduring 
architectural achievements. It is a sight so breathtaking that it should 
be on everyone’s see-before-you- die bucket list. 


depicting the scene where 92 demons and 
giants surround the head of Vasuki. There 
are also many bas-reliefs which illustrate the 
Khmer people’s traditions and lives, especially 
during the Angkorian era. The Northern wall 
carvings show the warring between Krishna 
and Bana and the battlefield between the gods 
and demons. There are just so many stories to 
be told from all the bas-relief carvings. There 
were many devatas carved on the walls of the 
temple. I can’t even imagine how those ancient 
people built Angkor Wat. It is just massive, yet 
the architecture is so remarkable. I was stunned 
by the beauty of this temple and I don’t even 
think that my photos can fully illustrate the 
grandness of Angkor Wat. You simply have to be 
there to see it with your own eyes! 

Of all the temple ruins I visited in the 
Angkor Wat Archaeological Park, 
the Bayon temple, renowned for the 
hundreds of stone faces carved on 
almost every available space of rock, 
is my absolute favorite! It features 37 
towers with most of them sporting four 
giant carved faces and was built in the 
late 12th or early 13th century as the 
official state temple of the Mahayana 
Buddhist King Jayavarman VII. Some of the 
faces ornamenting the towers have weird, 
mysterious smiles. It’s kind of creepy when 
you look at the stone carved faces closely. 


The temple walls featured a lot of bas-reliefs 
describing battle scenes and scenes from everyday 
life. I took some photos of carvings depicting 
Apsara dancers and weird letters carved on the 
stone wall. The Bayon is one of the most popular 
temples in Angkor Thom. To enjoy some solitude 
at the Bayon, it’s best to visit at dawn or nightfall 
because most of the crowds flock to Angkor Wat 
at sunrise and sunset. The golden slanted light at 
those times of the day make the faces even more 
magical, as the enigmatic smile of one face will 
jump out past the shadow of another. It’s worth 
an early morning trip because those moments 
are the true magic of the temples of Angkor. 

I also had the chance to visit Ta Prohm, the 
temple chosen as a location for Angelina Jolie’s 
film Tomb Raider. 



108 PLAYBOY SEPTEMBER 2011 MUSIC ISSUE 


09 11 PM UPDATE.indd 108 


7/28/11 1:51:20 PM 



























PLAYMATE UPDATE 




W/AKIT K/IOPF I IDHATFY? Followmeon twittcrcom/playmatesky 
W/AINI /V\Wl\C Ur urw QO . askmeanythingatplaymatesky.tumblr.com 


It’s not as large as Angkor Wat and less distinctive 
than Bayon. But it has something more special 
than both. Ta Prohm is the only temple that 
remains in many parts still overrun by the 
jungle that conquered all of the temples when 
the Angkorian civilization collapsed around 600 
years ago. It is a perfect fusion of manmade ruins 
with towering native trees. I loved the carved 
faces of the Bayon temple, but Ta Promh just 
fascinated me. 

Angkor Wat is arguably the best preserved 
of the many hundreds of Angkorian temples. It 
has survived time, the elements, wars, and strife. 
For the visitors, this world wonder continues to 


INTIMACY IS BETTER 


The PLAYBOY Playmates took a fun weekend away from 
the Manila parties and went on a road trip to Pampanga. 
Staying in one of the private VIP cottages, I got to know 
our PMOY Billy Abeleda, Miss June 2010 Echo Caceres, Miss 
September 2010, Rhea Laroza, and our June Playmate, Miss 
Alyssa Samonte in a more intimate way Who would have 
guessed these girls can make Pictionary and Champagne 
so interesting? I’m surprised we did not even attempt to go 
farther than our fancy room with some good food and savvy 
conversations. It must have been the Chardonnay. 
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NEWS 


AlACAZINfS 


AUBREY MILES GOES ON 
TOUR WITH PLAYBOY 


by Stephanie Raquel 

More than a hundred men and women swarmed the Odyssey in Gateway Mall on June 
30 as the alluring Aubrey Miles, cover model for the PLAYBOY Philippines June 2011 issue, 
visited the store for an autograph signing session. 

Wearing a nude corset tube top and jeans, and carrying her million-dollar sex appeal, 
Aubrey was all smiles as she signed copies of the June 2011 issue of PLAYBOY magazine. 
Aubrey willingly put her signature on the jaw-dropping print-outs of her pictures from the 


Joining Aubrey was a throng of sexy and attractive Playmates, led by Miss June, Alyssa 
Samonte, who also shared the occasion with the readers. Like Aubrey, Playmate Alyssa did 
not disappoint. She gladly signed centerfolds from the June 2011 issue of PLAYBOY and 
posed for photos. She was just excited as the men who came to see her in the flesh. 


The Playmates also joined Aubrey Miles earlier that day for a radio tour within 
the Metro. 

Special thanks to: Odyssey, Jam 88.3, Wave 89.1, Mellow 94.7, Wow 103.5, RT 
99-5 and TV 5 


Photos by BertAncheta 

Richard Esguerra 
Doi Villanueva 
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inside pages of the magazine brought by her die-hard followers. 

To everyone’s delight, Aubrey even posed with for photos with her fans and PLAYBOY 
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Of course, the presence of PLAYBOY Philippines, lovely Playmates Echo, Sky, Jobie, and 
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Playmate of the Year, Billy added spice to the event. Men were totally ecstatic to see the girls 
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and they were even happier about the chance they got to mingle with them. 
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THE BUNNIES 
ARE BACK 


PLAYBOY CLUB LONDON 
NOW OPEN 
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14 Old Park Lane, 

London W1K 1ND 
United Kingdom 

T +44 ( 0)20 7491 8586 

W www.playboyclublondon.com 
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Complete y ur o Net ion 
FOR MORE INFO LOG ON TO 

PLAYBOYPH.COM! 
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CALL OR TEigK)917-PLAYBOY / 0922-869-6163 / 
D LOOK FOR ALLY OR JOBIE. 










